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ians  to  'be  more 


I  Anne  Graham  The  students  also  heard  from 
Lotz,  founder  of  Christian  athletes  like  Danny 
AnGeL  Ministries  Wuerffel,  quarterback  of  the 
in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  New  Orleans  Saints  and  a  for- 
was  the  first  to  mer  Heisman  Trophy  winner 
challenge  the  stu-  from  the  University  of  Florida; 
dents.  In  today's  and  Cameron  Mills,  a  member 
politically  and  of  die  University  of  Kentucky's 
morally  changing  1998  national  championship- 
world,  the  daugh-  winning  basketball  team, 
ter  of  evangelist  "Being  a  quarterback  for  the 
BUly  Graham  Saints  is  kind  of  like  being  a 
urged  them  to  Christian;  it's  not  where  you're 
remember  that  at,  it's  where  you're  headed," 
"character  counts."  Wuerffel  said. 

1  "What  you're  He  challenged  students  to 
rary  hearing  is  what  turn  their  lives  completely  over 
ned  you  do  in  private  to  God's  leadership, 
ling  has  nothing  to  do  "At  some  point  in  our  lives 
ept  with  your  public  we  have  to  get  down  on  our 
an)  life  —  character  is  knees  and  say,  'Lord,  I've  tried 
—  not  important.  ...  it  my  way  ...  and  that's  not 
is  a  flawed  philosophy,"  making  it.  I  want  to  put  it  in 
I.  "Sooner  or  later,  you  your  hands.  ...  And  that's  not 
up  in  destruction;  your  something  I  did  once;  I  have  to 
rollapse."  do  it  every  day,"  he  said. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  "Be 
more."  That  was  the  simple 
two-word  challenge  issued  to 
more  than  3,000  college  students 
and  older  high  school  students 
throughout  the  "CrossSeekers: 
Celebration  of  the  Covenant"  at 
the  Morial  Convention  Center 
in  New  Orleans,  Sept.  4-5. 

Th£  phrase  was  printed  on  a 
banner  in  the  main  auditorium 
and  referenced  in  several  mes¬ 
sages,  music  concerts,  and  con¬ 
ference  sessions.  And  during 
the  closing  session  of  the  event, 
2,337  students  responded  to 
that  challenge  by  signing  die 
"CrossSeekers  Covenant,"  a  six- 
point  document  calling  them  to 

integrity,  --pin 
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authentic  and  sponsored  the  two-day  celebra- 
consistent  wit-  hon.  The  Southern  Baptist  min- 
ness,  service,  istry,  part  of  LifeWay  Christian 
purity,  and  Resources  in  Nashville,  Term., 
thristlike  rela-  launched  CrossSeekers  last  year 
Bohships.  as  part  of  an  intentional  focus  on 

"I  think  this  transformational  disdpleship.  * 
is  another  good  While  initiated  by  Southern 
illustration  of  Baptists,  the  movement  has 
how  this  coven-  gamed  the  support  of  other 
ant  is  touching  Christian  groups,  such  as  the 
Something  in  Fellowship  of  Christian 
die  hearts  of  Athletes  (FCA).  Prior  to  the 
today's  New  Orleans  event,  19 
Christian  col-  CrossSeekers  rallies  had  been 
lege  students,  held  in  11  states  and  more  than 
They  want  to  6,000  students  had  signed  the 
get  serious  covenant.  The  New  Orleans 
about  their  faith  conference,  the  first  national 
and  this  is  prov-  CrossSeekers  event,  was  held  to 
ing  to  be  a  great  celebrate  that  response  and  fos- 
venicle  to  help  ter  continued  participation  in 
them  do  it,  the  movement.  While  the 
said  Bill  Henry,  majority  of  participants  came 
director  of  from  the  deep  South,  more  than 
National  Stu-  a  dozen  states  were  represent- 
dent  Ministry  ed,  including  Ohio,  Montana, 
(NSM),  whicn  and  New  York. 


TIME  WITH  GOD  —  April  Phillips,  a  student  at 
Pensacola  Junior  College  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  spends 
time  in  prayer  during  a  general  session  of  the 
"CrossSeekers:  Celebration  of  the  Covenant"  in 
New  Orleans.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 

What's  in  the 

Record  hap  its 


GATHERED  IN  HIS  NAME  —  Groups  of  students  huddle  togeth¬ 
er  in  prayer  during  the  "CrossSeekers:  Celebration  of  the  Covenant" 
held  Sept.  4-5  in  New  Orleans.  During  the  event,  2,337  students 
signed  tne  "CrossSeekers  Covenant."  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Gambl  infcdebated 


Casino  wjKkers  meet 


The  first  convention-wide  orientation  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
Mission  Board's  new  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteers  is  held  in  Atlanta, 
with  28  participants  coming  from  as  far  away  as  California  and  Colorado. 


WMU  setsji^er  ministry 


Eight  years  ago  the  WMU  held  its  first  Institute  for  Leaders,  a  training 
event  for  Negro  workers.  This  summer  159  women  from  113  churches  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  four-day  event.  Expenses  for  %  of  the  participants  are  pro¬ 
vided  by  a  local  Women's  Missionary  Society  groups. 


Cashion  goinp  to  IMB 
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The  carriers  of  the  offering 


Editor's 

Notebook 


offerings  are  needed  to  accomplish  Bar 
the  tasK,  honest  men  and  women  busine 
are  needed  to  take  care  of  the  offer-  trator 
ings  that  are  given.  Missis 

God  has  seeded  our  churches  mates 
with  thousands  of  these  men  and 
women  who  strive  to  account  for 
every  penny  given  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  They  can  be  spotted  each  sink  in. 
week,  meticulously  counting  the  I 

contents  of  the  offering  plates  after  by  its  members.  There  ma’ 
worship  service  has  adjourned.  f 
They  fill  in  the  deposit  slips  as  if  but 
it  is  their  own  money,  because  they 
are  keenly  aware  that  this  money  is 
more  important  than  their  own  Offerings, 
money.  They  understand  the  gravi-  guide  churches 
ty  of  the  calling  they  have  answered.  accountability. 

They've  been  doing  their  job  so  well  for  Written  by  Dolly  S.  V 
so  long  that  we  often  forget  to  thank  them  Bookeeping,  Inc,  of  Brandon,  and  pub-  Remember  a 
for  the  personal  and  spiritual  integrity  they  lished  through  the  Cooperative  Program  "Safeguarding  ^ 
bring  to  this  crucial  responsibility.  by  the  MBGB  Stewardship  Department,  In  the  Kingd< 

Some  of  our  sister  denominations  in  recent  "Safeguarding  Your  Church  Offerings"  is  from  our  Savio 
years  have  been  rocked  by  financial  scandals,  available  free  of  charge  to  all  cooperating  more  crucial  the 
If  you  believe  it  can't  happen  to  us,  you'd  bet-  Mississippi  Baptist  churches.  Thanks  from 

ter  give  the  subject  a  lot  more  thought.  While  not  intended  to  be  a  substitute  for  doing  it  so  well, 


the  work  of  a  qualified  accountant,  the 
booklet  is  nonetheless  filled  with  Bible- 
based  advice  and  samples  of  financial  forms 
to  help  churches  accurately  record  offerings. 
Pause  for  a  moment  to  let  that  statistic  A  copy  of  the  booklet  can  be  obtained  by 

Every  church  has  a  responsibility  contacting  the  MBCB  Stewardship 
to  account  for  the  sacrificial  offerings  given  Department  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

not  be  a  certi-  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
fied  public  accountant  in  the  congregation,  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 

’ _ :  tnere  is  a  way  to  leam  how  to  manage  If  you  have  been  given  the  tremendous 

your  church's  books.  responsibility  of  carrying  your  church's 

It's  called  "Safeguarding  Your  Church  offerings,  remember  that  in  the  words  of 
a  50-page  booklet  designed  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  you  must  do  so  for  the 
>  in  the  area  of  financial  honor  of  the  Lord  himself,  and  you  must 
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Guest  Opinion 


Even  at  a  slot  machine,  where 
you  may  have  as  good  as  1  in 
65,000  chance  of  winning,  it's  the 
64,999  losers  the  casinos  love. 

Yet  they  certainly  don't  give 
you  that  impression  in  tneir 
advertisements,  do  they?  Do  casi¬ 
nos  love  their  neighbor?  I  guess 
so,  as  long  as  their  neighbors  lose. 

Millions  are  falling  victim  to 
casinos.  I  watched  one  family 
break  up  because  of  gambling 
debt.  I've  seen  children  left  in  cars  at  casi¬ 
nos.  I  counseled  one  man  who  owed  over 
$30,000  in  gambling  losses. 

Childcare  centers  baby-sit  children 
while  Mom  and  Dad  gamble.  These  centers 
spend  great  time  ana  effort  to  ensure  that 
children  have  a  wonderful  time.  Why? 
They  want  families  to  enjoy  themselves,  so 
they  will  come  back  and  join  the  rest  of  the 
losers  the  casinos  love  so  much. 

Do  you  think  casinos  genuinely  love 
those  children?  No!  They  see  dollar  signs. 

Would  you  deposit  money  in  a  bank 
where  there  was  a  greater  than  99%  chance 
that  the  bank  would  be  robbed,  and  where 
there  was  no  guarantee  from  the  FDIC? 
Common  sense  says  no.  Well,  odds  are  that 
you'll  be  "robbed"  at  a  casino. 

Casinos  literally  buy  off  communities 
with  promises  of  boosting  the  local  econo¬ 
my  and  providing  funds  for  better  schools. 

Do  you  think  casinos  really  care  about 
local  economies  and  education?  Nope.  All 
they  really  care  about  is  making  people 
losers,  and  walking  away  with  the  spoils. 

Don't  gamble.  It's  wrong. 

For  more  information  on  gambing  issues, 
contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  at  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3329  or 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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really  'harmless? 
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Corinth  Church,  Purvis 
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says,  "...whatever  you  do,  do  all  to  the 
glory  of  God"  (1  Cor.  10:31b,  NKJV).  Do 
you  think  God  will  bless  you  for  trusting 
’'Lady  Luck"  more  than  you  trust  him? 

Secondly,  the  Bible  says,  "The  love  of 
money  is  tne  root  of  all  evil"  (1  Tim.  6:6-11). 
Why  do  people  gamble?  It's  because  they 
might  win  lots  of  noney!  People  are  literal¬ 
ly  enticed  to  gamble. 

The  love  of  money  causes  many  to  ratio¬ 
nalize  their  sin  of  greed,  saying,  ''Oh,  I  just 
gamble  for  entertainment."  The  plain  truth  is 
mat  people  gamble  so  they  can  win  money. 
Anyone  who  says  anything  different  is  lying. 

The  love  of  money  produces  a  heart  of 
greed,  which  produces  fruits  of  evil.  God's 
Word  tells  us  what  he  hates  and  finds 
abominable.  Among  the  seven  things  listed 
in  Prov.  6  are,  "A  heart  that  devises  wicked 
plans.  Feet  that  are  swift  in  running  to 
evil..."  (Prov.  6:18  NKJV).  That's  what  gam¬ 
bling  ;  is  —  wicked  and  evil. 

Tnirdly,  the  Bible  says,  "Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  Casinos  don't 
care  about  winners;  they  love  the  losers! 
That's  how  they  make  their  money. 
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?ries  of  gambling  confer-  and  teaching  suggestions  for  degree  in  counseling  from  the 
will  be  held  September  pastors  and  laypersons;  and  will  University  of  Montevallo  in 
icross  the  state,  under  the  feature  the  testimony  of  a  per-  Montevallo, 

,  "More  Than  A  Risk."  son  whose  life  and  livelihood  Ala.,  and  a  E||j£'ttKg|g||| 
conferences  will  begin  at  was  shattered  by  gambling.  Ph  D.  from 

and  conclude  by  8:30  p.m.  Seminar  leaders  include  the  University  BaSaL.'  J|XEK| 
nferences  are  open  to  any-  Larry  Gamer  of  Metro  of  Alabama. 
id  there  Association,  Jackson;  Chuck  He  is  certi- Bj  tjf  VGs 

ireregis-  Pourciau,  pastor  of  First  fied  both  asB,’ 

or  cost  Church,  Louisville;  Paul  C.  an  alcohol  I  ."ft  \ 

e  semi- Jones  11,  executive  director  of  the  and  drug  HHBk*HkBH| 
which  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  therapist  anaHHB  jf  ■■ 

being  Action  Commission  (CAC);  as  a  gambling 

possible  Bra  Elizabeth  K. 

ts  to  the  Holmes,  CAC 

erative  consultant  for 

im.  women's  and 

'  confer-  family  issues; 


a  d  a  i  c  t  i  o  n  Jones  personal 

therapist.  tragedy  of 

Eades  is  currently  the  out-  addiction  to 
reach  director  at  Southern  gambling. 

Tennessee  Medical  Center  in  For  more  information,  contact 
west  Tennessee.  He  has  served  CAC  at  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
as  director  of  addictive  diseases  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
programs  at  Southland  292-3329  or  or  toll-free  outside 
Hospital  in  Mobile,  and  was  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
director  of  chemical  dependen¬ 
cy  services  for  Singing  River 
Hospital  in  Pascagoula. 

Eades  is  the  author  of  two  >'^^BJBBH 

books.  Both  books  are  collec- 

tions  of  short  stories  that  focus  ^ - ^ 

on  the  human  spirit,  self- 

understanding  and  relation-  J 

ships.  The  two  works.  The 
Seventh  Story  Ain't  Too  High  For 
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and  lohn 

Lades,  psy- 

chologist  and  fey  .iwf* 

r  e  c  o  v  e  ring  ■!§»&,  .  i,4S§il 

i.  ompul-i  v  e 

gambler  who  ^  ij  -  -  - 
will  tell  his  Eades 

story  of  per¬ 
sonal  failure  and  recovery. 

Eades  is  a  resident  of 

Winchester,  Term.  He  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Samford  University  in 
Birmingham  with  a  bachelor's 
degree.  He  also  holds  a  masters 
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National  gambling  panel  visits  Gulf  Coast 


September  17, 1998 
Vol.  122 
No.  32 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  II,  Executive  Director 

Miss.  Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission 


siastic,  but  a  Wednesday  night  rally  to  sup-  kelly  testified  that  she  lost  almost  $100,000 
port  the  so-called  "Mississippi  Miracle"  to  video  poker  machines, 
fizzled  when  attendance  barely  reached  The  afternoon  panel  on  "gambling  and 
the  1,000  mark.  A  rally  supporter  indicated  crime"  heard  about  a  litany  of  criminal 
that  promoters  had  printed  10,000  "I  am  activity  associated  with  gambling.  The 
part  of  the  Mississippi  Miracle"  T-shirts.  highlight  of  the  afternoon  was  the  testimo- 

i  ny  of  ex-Chicago  mobster  William  Jahoda, 
a.m.  who  asserted  gambling  and  crime  go  hand 
in  hand  and  wnen  there  is  big  money  to  be 
made,  the  mob  will  be  in  attendance. 

Anti-gambling  leaders  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  during  the  noon  hour  on  Sept.  10. 
Hosted  by  James  Dobson,  a  commission 
member  and  president  of  Focus  on  the 
Family  in  Colorado  Springs,  Co.,  the  press 
conference  featured  Kiely  Young,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Gulfport;  A1  Wallace,  director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Seashore 
Mission;  Dean  Register,  pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  ana  president  of  the 
fue  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention;  Tom 
Mimms,  director  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Rescue 
Mission;  and  Paul  Jones,  executive  director 
ippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
Commission  (CAC). 

The  ministers  spoke  of  the  personal 
gambling  tragedies  they  have  encountered. 
Wallace  asked  if  the  woman  who  lost  all 
she  had  in  the  casinos  was  a  part  of  the 
"Mississippi  Miracle."  Dobson  asserted 
that  "there  is  obviously  another  side  to  it." 
Young  contended,  "It's  more  than  an  eco¬ 
nomic  issue.  It's  a  human  issue." 

Mimms  reminded  the  press  conference 
that  "someone  who  is  succeeding  in  gam- 
Biloxi  bankruptcy  bling  is  living  off  someone  else's  tragedy." 

All  five  men  told  of  people  they  believe 
have  been  destroyed  by  gambling. 


The  Sept.  10  hearing,  attended  by  less 
than  150  people,  began  sharply  at  x 
Addressing  gambling  and  the  national 
economy,"  the  commission  heard: 

•  Jason  Ader,  senior  managing  director 
of  New  York-based  investment  firm  Bear 
Steams  and  Company. 

•  Bill  Thompson,  professor  at  the 
University  of  Nevada  in  Las  Vegas. 

•  Steve  Comer  of  the  Las  Vegas  office  of 
public  accountant  firm  Arthur  Andersen, 

•  Tim  Ryan,  dean  of  the  business  school 
at  the  University  of  New  Orleans. 

Each  of  the  panelists  attempted  to  paint 
a  positive  picture  of  the  economic  v,  ' 
the  nations  economy. 

The  second  session  featured  a  discussion 
of  "gambling  and  economically  depressed  of  the  Mississij 
communities."  Jimmy  Heidel,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Economic  and  Community  Development  in 
Jackson,  also  had  a  positive  presentation  on 
the  effects  of  gambling. 

Tunica  County  Administrator  Kenneth 
Murphree  touted  the  success  of  gambling 
in  his  north  Mississippi  county,  but  failed 
to  include  the  fact  that  the  area  within  75 
miles  of  Tunica  has  the  six-largest  number 
of  bankruptcies  in  the  nation. 

Mike  McCormick,  aP 
attorney,  pointed  out  that  one  in  five  bank¬ 
ruptcies  he  sees  is  due  to  gambling  debts. 
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Coast  casino  workers  form  Bible  fellowship 


"Many  Christian  casino 
workers  are  not  missionaries. 

"They  have  opportunities  to 
witness,  but  it  is  just  not  a  pri- 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


other  Christians.  Most  casino  could  put  them  on  her  shelf 

workers,  if  active  in  a  church,  and  if  employees  see  them  and 

tend  to  pull  back  from  church  ask  about  them,  she  can  give 

Gathered  in  an  office  building  involvement  because  of  the  them  away,"  Landrum  told, 
in  downtown  Gulfport,  they  hours  they  work,"  Landrum  said.  "One  manager  came  to  me 
look  like  any  other  group  of  When  weekends  and  all  hoi-  and  asked,  'How  do  you  know 
Christians  about  to  embark  on  idays  are  major  work  times  in  when  God  is  speaking  to  you?' 

Bible  study,  but  there  is  some-  casinos,  church  involvement  He  had  been  led  to  the  Lord  by 

thing  uniquely  different  about  becomes  problematic.  a  Baptist  pastor  in  the  area,  but 

this  group.  "We  held  an  Easter  rally  (for  didn't  have  an  opportunity  to 

Each  participant  works  at  a  casino  workers)  in  the  fellow-  grow  in  Christ. 

Mississippi  casmo.  ship  hall  of  First  Church,  "I  invited  him  to  one  of  our 

Gulfport,"  Landrum  said.  'Experiencing  God'  studies.  He 

It  was  so  well  attended  they  came  and  brought  his  wife,  who 
decided  to  hold  future  FCCW  is  a  pit  boss.  She  in  turn  brought 
rallies  during  the  week  before  her  mother!"  Landrum  said, 
most  major  holidays.  "An  employee  from  one 

"At  FCCW,  we  try  to  offer  casino  attends  the  Bible  study 
opportunities  for  Christian  of  another  (casino's  employee 
casino  employees  to  fellowship  group).  That  employee  goes  to 
(and  have)  opportunities  for  management  and  asks  that  a 
spiritual  growth.  Bible  study  group  be  allowed 

"We  have  two  'Experiencing  there.  This  is  now  it  has 
God'  groups.  Two  days  a  grown,"  he  said, 
month  Christians  from  casino  Landrum  is  aware  that  this 
row  in  Biloxi  meet  at  St.  Marks  ministiy  is  controversial.  To  his 
Catholic  Church  parish  house  critics  he  says,  remember  that 
—  a  meeting  started  by  a  Jesus  always  started  with  a  per- 
Catholic  casino  worker.  son  where  that  person  was,  not 

"There  are  Catholics,  Baptists,  where  Jesus  wanted  them  to  be. 
Assembles  of  God...  we've  had  Landrum  said  the  spiritual 
some  that  I  didn't  even  know  philosophy  for  the  ministry  is 
what  their  denominational  affili-  found  in  Jeremiah  29:11,  "'For  I 
ation  was,"  Landrum  said.  know  the  plans  that  I  have  for 

"One  'Experiencing  God'  you,' declares  the  Lord, 'plans  for 
group  includes  everything  welfare  and  not  for  calamity,  to 
from  a  beverage  server  to  an  give  you  a  future  and  a  hope.'" 
assistant  manager  of  a  casino.  "Some  Christian  workers 

"One  casino  has  invited  us  find  they  must  find  something 
to  have  a  booth  at  their  annual  else  to  do.  They  cannot  stay  in 
employee's  health  fair.  the  casino  environment. 

we  give  away  Bibles  (at  the  "However,  many  Christian 
fairs).  We  gave  away  50  Bibles  workers  feel  called  to  stay 
last  year,"  he  said.  where  they  are  and  be  a  mis- 

A  personnel  manager  in  one  sionary.  Some  in  FCCW  have 
casino  asked  Landrum  for  extra  said  to  me  they  would  really 
Bibles.  like  to  get  out,  but  they  feel  that 


CHAPLAIN 
Wssissippi  Beach 


*a»t  Casinos  ana  other 


Landrum 


They  are  part  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Casino 
Workers  (FCCW),  an  organiza¬ 
tion  started  in  November  1997 
under  the  guidance  of  John 
Landrum,  the  former  Baptist 
pastor  now  serving  as  Chaplain 
to  the  Mississippi  Beach. 

While  there  is  something 
paradoxical  about  the  name  or 
this  organization,  the  fact  is 
there  are  thousands  of 
Christians  working  in  the  casino 
industry,  according  to  Landrum. 

"Many  of  them  love  the  Lord 
and  want  to  fellowship  with 


LifeWay  prints 
revised  BF&M 


gambling  in  Mississippi  and 
now  to  get  involved  in  fighting 
its  influence,  contact  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  at  P.  O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
A  revised  edition  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  tract  was 
released  Sept.  1  by  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC). 

The  tract  was  revised  to 
include  a  four-paragraph  "fam¬ 
ily  article"  added  to  the  con¬ 
fessional  statement  with 
approval  by  messengers  to  the 
June  9-11  annual  meeting  of 
the  SBC  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Drafted  by  a  seven-member 
special  committee,  Article  18 
describes  marriage  as  "the 
uniting  of  one  man  and  one 
woman  in  covenant  commit¬ 
ment  for  a  lifetime."  It  also 
notes,  "The  husband  and  wife 
are  of  equal  worth  before  God, 
since  both  are  created  in  God's 
image.  ...  A  husband  is  to  love 
his  wife  as  Christ  loved  the 
church.  ...  A  wife  is  to  submit 
herself  graciously  to  the  ser¬ 
vant  leadership  of  her  husband 
even  as  the  church  willingly 
submits  to  the  headship  of 
Christ." 

In  addition  to  the  family 
article,  the  new  24-page  tract 
features  a  new  cover  design 
and  a  slightly  larger  size. 
Copies  are  available  at  25 
cents  each  and  may  be 
ordered  by  calling  LifeWay's 
Customer  Service  Center  at  1- 
800-458-2772. 


WMU  volunteers  spend  summer  along  Miss.  River 
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Tennessee  MRM  vols  help  Mississippi  church 


TCHULA,  Miss.  (Special)  —  They  came  Grace  Community  Church  in  Tchula,  is 
by  plane,  car,  van,  and  travel  home.  They  one  example  where  "unexpected 
worked  with  children  and  adults  in  Bible  resources"  came  in  this  summer.  Tcnula  is 
study  and  handicrafts;  sorted  and  distrib-  in  Holmes  County,  the  third  poorest  coun- 
uted  non-perishable  food  and  clothes;  con-  ty  in  the  nation. 

ducted  evangelistic  events;  and  did  con-  Hunger  is  a  tremendous  need  in  the 
struction  work.  community. 

"They"  are  the  more  than  300  volunteers  Knowing  this  need,  Benny  Still,  long- 
from  13  states  who  donated  their  time  this  time  Mississippi  pastor  who  is  currently 
summer  to  work  in  Mississippi  River  pastor  of  First  Church,  Grand  Bay,  Ala., 
Ministry  (MRM)  projects  through  Woman's  arranged  with  a  member  of  his  church  in 
Missionary  Union  (WMU)  Volunteer  May  to  get  four  pallets  of  food  at  a  Jackson 
Connection.  grocery  store  reclamation  center. 

WMU's  volunteers  were  among  thou-  The  intention  was  to  pick  up  the  food 
sands  of  other  volunteers  who  worked  in  when  a  53-member  team  from  his  church 
projects  in  the  143  counties  and  parishes  went  to  Tchula  for  a  week-long  med- 
lncluded  in  MRM.  The  final  number  of  vol-  ical/ministry  effort  the  week  of  July  20. 
unteers  working  on  MRM  projects  this  After  a  mix-up  at  the  reclamation  center 
summer  will  not  be  available  until  the  fall,  that  almost  sent  the  Grand  Bay  church 

away  with  no  food,  persistence  result¬ 
ed  in  the  church  team  coming  away 
with  eight  and  a  half  pallets,  or  16,000 
pounds,  of  non-perishable  food. 

"God  answered  our  prayer  in  a 
mighty  way,"  Still  recalled.  "Only  God 
could  have  worked  in  the  situation 
and  produced  those  kind  of  results." 

Along  with  the  powerful  answer  to 
prayer,  the  donation  of  the  food  also 
provided  the  church  an  opportunity 
for  increased  witness  in  the  communi- 

S’,  noted  Robert  Brown,  Grace 
ommunity  Church's  pastor. 

"The  announcement  that  we  would 
be  giving  food  away  to  families  nearly 
doubled  our  Sunday  attendance," 
Brown  said,  explaining  that  the  pre¬ 
requisite  for  receiving  a  box  of  food 
was  attending  church  on  Sunday  and 
completing  an  application  for  the  food 
distribution  on  Tuesday. 

Seventy-five  people  attended  the 
worship  service  July  26. 

"The  experience  has  brought  in 
many  of  the  adults  for  the  first  time," 
he  continued. 

"We've  ministered  to  their  children, 
but  we  had  not  captured  their  atten¬ 
tion  until  now. 

-  -  "I  believe  it  has  opened  the  door  to 

FINISHING  TOUCH  —  Robert  Brown,  pastor  of  minister  to  the  whole  family,"  he  said. 
Grace  Community  Church  in  Tchula,  seals  wall-  The  deluge  of  food  also  prompted 
board  in  a  church  hallway  while  working  with  a  the  next  group  of  volunteers  to  abandon 
mission  team  from  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Cross  their  planned  activities  and  work  to  sort 
Plains,  Tenn.  (WMU  photo  by  Teresa  Dickens)  and  box  the  food  items  for  distribution. 


The  12  member  team  from  Mt.  Carmel 
Church,  Cross  Plains,  Tenn.,  served  in 
Tchula  July  25-28  with  WMU's  Volunteer 
Connection. 

The  team  arrived  in 
Tchula  planning  to  do  a 
day  camp,  but  quickly 
changed  their  plans 
when  they  saw  the 
need  with  the  food. 

"It  has  been  great!" 
said  Maxine  Toney  on 
the  day  of  the  food 
distribution. 

"We've  enjoyed  this 
trip  so  much  because 
we've  come  to  know 
the  children  that  are 
involved.  Everyone 
has  cooperated  to  get 
the  job  done,"  she  said. 

Her  husband  James 
agreed. 

"This  has  been  more 
impressive  than  any 
other  missions  trip 
we've  been  on. 

Everything  has  fallen 
into  place. 

"It  is  amazing  how 
the  Lord  works  to  do 
these  jobs.  It  wasn't 
organized  by  us;  it 
was  the  Lord  doing 
it,"  he  said. 

For  Brown  and  his 
congregation,  the 
entire  summer  has  been  one  of  "the  Lord 
doing  it." 

Each  volunteer  team  that  has  come  — 
seven  teams  visited  the  church  this  sum¬ 
mer  —  has  brought  its  own  special  bless¬ 
ing,  and  Brown  knows  the  Lord  has  pro¬ 
vided  each  one. 

"We've  come  a  long  way  in  a  short,  short 
period  of  time,"  said  Brown. 

"It  would  not  have  happened  if  the 
Lord's  people  had  not  come  in  and  walked 
along  besiae  us,"  he  pointed  out. 

For  more  information  on  the  Mississippi 
River  Ministry,  contact  Richard  Brogan  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


MEASURE  TWICE...  — 
Jimmie  Harris,  member  of  Mt. 
Carmel  Church,  Cross  Plains, 
Tenn.,  saws  a  2x4  to  length  for 
use  in  renovating  a  bathroom 
at  Grace  Community  Church 
in  Tchula.  (WMU  photo  by 
Teresa  Dickens) 


Grand  Bay  church  experiences  life-changing  summer  missions 


GRAND  BAY,  Ala.  —  Fifty-three  members  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Grand  Bay,  Ala.,  discovered  what  it 
means  to  be  on  mission  with  God  this  summer  —  and 
their  lives  will  never  be  the  same. 

The  volunteers,  including  29  adults  and  24  youth, 
spent  July  19-25  working  with  Grace  Community 
Church  in  Tchula. 

The  church's  project  was  in  conjunction  with  the 
Mississippi  River  Ministry,  a  cooperative  ministry 
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made  during  the  July  project  in  Tchula.  Twelve  were 
baptized  during  the  week  in  a  borrowed  horse  trough 
from  die  local  hardware.  Grace  Community  Church  is 
seeking  to  disciple  the  new  believers  and  to  involve 
them  in  other  activities  offered  by  the  church. 

At  First  Church,  Grand  Bay,  the  youth  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  practice  their  evangelism  skills,  resulting  in 
several  professions  of  faith.  Three  members  of  the 
team  have  also  made  commitments  to  full-time  min¬ 
istry;  two  by  youth  and  another  by  an  adult  youth 
leader.  Overall,  the  experience  has  brought  a  renewal 
to  the  church  not  easily  described,  team  members  say. 

"It  was  wonderful/  said  Denise  Leonard,  the  adult 
leader  who  surrendered  to  full-time  youth  ministry 
while  in  Tchula. 

"It  is  so  very  difficult  to  put  into  words.  The  Lord 
just  blessed  the  trip.  It  was  an  experience  that  I  will 
have  with  me  all  of  my  life.  It  also  nas  made  a  big  dif¬ 
ference  in  our  church.  We  have  a  different  outlook  on 

to  your  own  home,"  she  observed. 


I'm  10  times  the  Christian  I  was  before  I  left 

"Seeing  the  many  needs  the  people  there  have 
made  me  realize  that  we  take  so  many  things  for 
granted,"  he  continued.  "Being  able  to  witness  to  | 
pie  and  lead  people  to  the  Loid  also  changes  you. 
never  really  been  a  soul  winner,  but  I  got  up  there 
led  four  people  to  the  Lord. 


September  17, 1998 


The  Baptist  Record 


Aug.  5.  A  native  of  Itta  Bena, 
Cummings  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Delta  State 
University  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  His  previous  place 
of  service  was  First  Church, 
Columbus. 


Knoxo  Church,  Tylertown,  viously  served  as  associate  pas¬ 
has  called  Dennis  Langley  as  tor  of  Bridge  City  Church, 
pastor  effective  Aug.  23.  A  Bridge  City,  La. 
native  of  Louisiana,  Langley 

attended  Pensacola  Christian  First  Church,  Grenada,  has 
College  and  is  now  attending  called  Andy  Cummings  as 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  pre-  minister  of  music  effective 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Bill  overseas.  In  1997,  more  than  Cashion  brings  to  his  new  role 
Cashion,  a  former  Southern  17,000  Southern  Baptists  partic-  both  extensive  experience  in 
Baptist  missionary  to  Venezuela  ipated  in  overseas  evangelism  using  volunteers  and  a  passion 
and  director  of  the  International  and  ministry  projects  coordi-  for  evangelism  and  churcn  plant- 
Mission  Board's  (IMB)  human  nated  through  the  IMB.  ing,  said  Bill  Bullington,  the 

needs  program,  has  been  named  He  will  assume  his  new  role  board's  vice  president  for  over¬ 
director  of  the  IMB's  Volunteers  in  mid-October  after  the  world  seas  services, 
in  Missions  department.  hunger  consultation  scheduled  IMB  has  ■  ,  1 

Cashion,  49,  will  coordinate  for  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  seen  large  w 

the  process  of  matching  Conference  Center  Oct.  9-11.  increases*  J|| 

Southern  Baptist  short-term  He  succeeds  Jim  Furgerson,  each  year  in  FJ  ^  *1 

missions  volunteers  with  who  left  the  iMB  in  July  to  the  number  ■  1 

strategic  requests  from  become  director  of  Texas  of  short-term  BA  v  I 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Baptist  Men.  missions  vol-  flfm Va§j 


Cashion 


Mississippi  College  (MC)  the  Office  of  Continuing 
music  professor  James  Sclater  Education,  and  its  adult 
of  Clinton  has  once  again  been  enrichment  PACE  program  are: 
chosen  by  the  American  Society  •  The  Art  of  Storytelling, 

of  Composers,  Authors,  ana  Oct.  1-29. 

Publishers  (ASCAP)  as  a  recipi-  •  Smart  Gardening,  Sept, 
ent  of  an  ASCAP  Award  for  the  24-Oct.  22. 

1998-99  school  year.  Sclater  has  •  Automotive  Maintenance 
been  a  recipient  of  the  award  for  Women,  Sept.  29-Oct.  27. 
for  the  past  eight  years.  He  has  •  Calligraphy  for  Beginners, 
been  a  member  of  the  MC  fac-  Sept.  22 -Oct.  20. 
ulty  since  1970.  For  registration  informa¬ 

tion  call  the  Office  of 
Courses  offered  at  Continuing  Education  at  (601) 
Mississippi  College,  through  925-3263. 


1 999  WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY 
PREVIEW  CLINICS 

JOSHUA 


William  Carey  College 

(WCC)  recently  received  a  gift 
of  a  $400,000  life  insurance 
policy  from  John  Clearman.  A 
1 972  graduate  of  WCC  with  a 
bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  reli¬ 
gious  education,  Clearman  was 
raised  on  a  dairy  farm  in  Lamar 
County  and  today  still  farms 
600  acres.  He  also  operates  his 
own  insurance  agency, 
Clearman  Insurance  Agency.  In 
addition,  Clearman  owns  and 
operates  poultry  houses  and  a 
trucking  company  named 
Crusader  Enterprises  named 
because  of  his  ties  with  WCC. 
Clearman  is  an  active  member 
of  Temple  Church.  Clearman 
(center)  is  pictured  (from  left) 
Charley  Wallace  of 
Hattiesburg,  Matthew  Smith  of 
McComb,  and  Katie  Hurtienne 
of  Hattiesburg,  freshman  the¬ 
atre  students. 


Mississippi  College 

Department  of  Music  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  compositions  of  John 
E.  Frantz,  adjunct  faculty  mem¬ 
ber,  on  Sept.  22  at  8:15  p.m.  in 
Provine  Chapel.  The  program 
will  include  chamber  works  for 
strings  and  woodwinds,  an 
oboe  concerto,  a  work  for  two 
trumpets  and  organ,  a  song 
cycle  for  soprano,  and  a  choral 
composition.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  the  music  depart¬ 
ment  at  (601)  925-3440. 

Office  of  Continuing 
Education,  Mississippi  College, 

will  offer  Real  Estate  courses 
scheduled  to  begin  during  the 
1998  Fall  semester.  Real  State 
Principles  (GBU  353)  beginning 
class  date  will  be  Oct.  21.  For 
additional  information  call  Ken 
Gilliam  at  (601)  925-3263. 


Dr.  Leslie  Hughes 

Delta  State 


Dr.  Walter  "Chip"  ~  | 

Henderson 

Youth  Leaders  Aft 

Baptist  Building  & 

William  Carey  Dr.  Waylon  Bailey 

William  Carey 


Dr.  Ron  Kirkland 

Blue  Mountain 


Dr.  Gene  Henderson 

Baptist  Building 


PLACES 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Monday,  Sept.  28 . Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain 

Tuesday,  Sept.  29  ... BSU  Center,  Delta  State,  Cleveland 
Wednesday,  Sept.  30.  .... Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Thursday,  October  1  William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 

COMPLIMENTARY  LUNCH  NO  RESERUATION  REQUIRED 

For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter  MBCB,  Sunday  School  Department 


*  Cushions  +  Baptistries 
Steeples  *  Renovation 
★  Peres  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
( New  and  Used) 


Am  your  seniors  tired  of 


Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


CM  TfcSUB  Vtan  &  Bus  TWUyl  1-800-330<K22 
BUSESI  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


The  Baptist  Record 


September  1 7,  1 998  Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


£ay  Missions  Conference 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson,  October  26, 1998 


Interest 

Conferences  -  3  pm 

•  Agricultural  Missions 

•  Construction  Projects 

•  Educational  Missions 

•  Partnership  Missions 

•  Sports  Evangelism 

•  Volunteers  in  Missions 


'banquet 
5  pm 


•  Dinner  u 

•  Music 

•  Volunteer 
Recognitions 

•  Testimonies 

•  Message 


George  Komendant 

Executive  Director 
Ukraine  Baptist  Union  : 


Registration  Form 

Make  check  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Name(s) _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

Enclosed  is  $ 


ty _ Zip _ Phone _ 

iclosed  is  $ _ for _ dinner  reservations  at  $8  per  person. 

Sponsored  by  Witness  Team  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

MaU  to:  Brotherhood  Department  •  Missions  Banquet  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


Jeff  Brantley 

Professional  Baseball 
Pitcher,  St.  Louis  Cardinals 


"£orh,  I  'Will 
5erVe  'You  In  My 
Marketplace " 


Annual  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives 

fiRST  Baptist  Church,  Jackson  •  Monday,  October  26,  1998  •  1:00-4:30  p.m. 


n1  . .  }  m.111" . 


1  •  •  .via  •' 


Mother’s  Name 

Address _ 

Daytime  Phone 
Church  Name 


GA  Mother/Daughter  Overnight  (Grades  1-6) 

Camp  Garaywa,  October  23  -  24 

Begins  Friday  at  5  p.m.  and  ends  12:30  p.m.  Saturday 

Registration  Deadline:  October  15 


_  Daughter’s  Name 

_ City _ 

_ In  case  of  emergency  contact/phone  # _ 

_  Association _ 

Amount  Enclosed:  $23  x  #  (of  persons) _ =  $ 


(total) 


Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB  (Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board) 

Send  to:  WMU  -  GA  Mother/Daughter  Overnight,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 


M I N ISTRY 


1998-99  Media  Libraries.. .Ministering  to  Adults 

27th  Annual 


CEH!  l^lEOOA  ILOiBKAlEY 


October  16-17, 1998 

First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Conference  Leaders 

Beth  Andrews;  Arlington,  Tex.  Barbara  Freese,  Hermitage,  Tenn. 
Sue  Berthelot,  Gonzales,  La.  Eva  Nell  Hunter,  Decatur,  Ala. 
Sandra  Fitts,  Corinth,  Miss.  Rita  Kiridand,  Euless,  Tex. 


•  Getting  Started:  I'm  New; 

What  do  I  Need  to  Know? 

•  Collecting  and  Preserving  your 

Church's  History 

•  Choosing  and  Using  Subject  Headings 

•  Administration  Getting  the  Work  Done 

•  Automation  MLS 

•  Preparing  Audiovisual  Media  for 

Circulation 

•  Preparing  Print  Media  for  Circulation 

•  Promotion  Design  -  Print 

•  Promotion  the  Basic  Plan 

•  Classifying  Using  Dewey 

•  Promotion  DesigT-Activities 

•  Ministering  to  the  Needs  of  Adults 

For  more  information  contact: 
Farrell  Blankenship 
Broadcast  Services,  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651  or  968-3800 
Registration  Deadline  -  Oct.  5 


Agenda 


Friday,  October  16,  1998 

9:30-10:00  a.m.  Registration  and  Browse 
Book  Store 

1 0:00-1 1 :00  Opening  Session 
1 1 :00-1 2 :30  Selective  Conferences 
12:30-1 :30  Lunch  and  Browse  Baptist 
Book  Store 

1:30-2:30  Selective  Conferences 
2:30-2:45  Break  and  Browse  Baptist 
Book  Store 

2:45-5:1 5  Selective  Conferences 
5:1 5-6:45  Dinner  and  Browse  Baptist 
Book  Store 

6:45-8:00  Miss.  Media  Sampler 
8:00-8:30  Browse  Book  Store 

Saturday,  October  17,  1998 

8:00-8:30  a.m.  Continental  Breakfast 


8:35-8:45 

9:00-10:30 

10:30-11:00 

1 1 :00-Noon 


Business  Session 
Selective  Conferences 
Break  and  Browse  Baptist 
Book  Store 

Selective  Conferences 


Women  on  Mission  Celebration 


•  Worship  and  Inspiration  •  Small  Group  Interests  Sessions 

Cost  $50  lodging  and  three  meals,  $35  meals  only,  $20  no  meats  or  lodging 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Church/Assn. 


Phone 


Contact  Person 

Address _ 

City _ 


Phone 


State 


Number  of  Women 
Total  enclosed: _ 


Zip 


x  cost  per  person 


Full  refunds  until  August  18 

(no  cancellations  by  phone) 
Make  checks  payable  to: 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 


Mail  to:  WMU  Conference 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

100  First  Street 

Pass  Christian,  MS  39571 


i 


September  18-19, 1998 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian 


Missionary  Speaker 
Gloria  Thurman 

Bangladesh 


Music 

Steve  and  Becky  Carver 

One  Way  Ministries 
Starkville 


Mississippi  College  j| 

Grades  1-12,  10a.m.~5  p.m./Mpef 
Bring  your  own  sack  lunch  and  drink 


Safeguarding  Your  Church  Offerings  Is  a 
step-by-step  guide  to  managing  your  church's 
money  from  receiving,  counting  and  deposit¬ 
ing  to  spending,  recording,  accounting,  and 
auditing  No  church  treasurer  should  be 
without  a  copy.  Managing  the  church's 
money  is  of  equal  moral  significance  to  devel¬ 
oping  peraonal  stewardship.  Contact  Laura 
Marier  or  David  Michel  in  the  Stewardship 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  to  order  a  free  copy  of  this  50 
page  guidebook.  Also,  budget  covers  for  print¬ 
ing  your  church’s  budget  on  are  available  at 
no  cost.  Call  1-800748-1651  toll  free  or  968- 
3800  locally. 


RA  DAY  REGISTRATION  -  deadline  Monday,  September  28 

(one  form  per  church  please) 

CHURCH  _ 

CHURCH  ADDRESS _ _ 

CITY _ ZIP _ 

PERSON  SENDING  IN  FORM _ _ 

PHONE  NO.  (During  the  Day) _  . 

NO.  PEOPLE _ X  $4  per  person  =  $ _ Amount  Enclose 


>  WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY 
PREVIEW  CLINICS 

JOSHUA 


Mississippi  Family 


1999  Mississippi 

Marriage  Enrichment  Opportunities 

Main  Street,  Hattiesburg  -  March  12  &  13 

Gary  Chapman,  author  of  Five  Love  Languages 
(call  David  Rogers  -  601-544-5444) 

FBC,  Tupelo  -  March  19  &  20 

)b  &  Yvonne  Turnbull,  authors  of  Marriage  Mento 
(call  Mike  Hatfield  -  601-842-4947) 

FBC,  Jackson  -  November  5  &  6 

Gary  Smalley,  author  of  Making  Love  Last  Forever 

*  ✓  «  •  JL  •  n  I  f  /\  4  /\  /  A  1  AA'lX 


Dr.  Walter  “Chip”  S 

Henderson  ‘-V&  ' 

Youth  Leaders  V?  -  cR 

Baptist  Building  A 

William  Carey  Dr.  Way  Ion  Bailey 

William  Carey 

TIME:  9.00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m, 

DATES:  PLACES: 

Monday ,  Sept.  28  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain 

Tuesday,  Sept.  29 . BSU  Center,  Delta  State,  Cleveland 

Wednesday,  Sept.  30 . .  Baptist  Building,  Jackson 

Thursday,  October  1 . William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 

COMPLIMENTARY  LUNCH  NO  RESERVATION  REQUIRED 

For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter  MBCB,  Sunday  School  Department 

(800)  748-1651  OR  (601)  968-3800. 


Dr.  Ron  Kirkland 

Blue  Mountain 


Dr.  Gene  Henderson 

Baptist  Building 


1999  Family  Week  at  Gulfshore 

July  5-9 

“Developing  the  Family  Foundation” 


1999  Senior  Adult  Retreats  at  Gulfshore 

May  17-19,  20-22,  24-28 

“The  Joyful  Heart  of  a  Senior” 


1999  State  Singles  Retreat  at  Gulfshore 

May  29-31 

“Cross-Country  Training  for  21st  Century” 


P' lAy,  tfet  |o4. 


September  1 8  -  October  1 , 1 998 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.  O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


'Lrgy  'Without  Ceasing.  ''Throu^iout  the  bay  there  are  numerous  opportunities  to  commune  With  Christ  in 
prayer.  'Use  time  in  the  car  or  time  stanbing  in  Lines  to  pray  for  your  community.  'When  wbrking  in  the  home, 
pray  for  your  family.  'When  moving  the  L\kH  pray  for  your  neMors  'Thot^tQob  may  caff  you  to  seasons 
of  protracted  intercession  from  time  to  time.  eVery  bau  can  be  fitted  With  exciting  prayer  moments'  'Tricia 
SMcCary  'Rhodes  ’Cook  to  the  Lorb  anb  <His  strength  seek.  <His  face  always' 

1  Chronicles  16JI 


ForHancbefl  Leadership  Seminar, 
Ridgecrest  BC,  Madison;  sponsored 
by  Church  Music;  Women  on 
Mission  Celebration,  GuKshoie 
Assembly,  sponsored  by  WMU; 
Interiaith  Witness  Associates, 
SouthsideBC  Jackson,  sponsored 
bylheEvangeiiaiDerfrV 


Anb-GjmbiingDay(Chhshan 
Action  Commission  Emphasis). 

Pray  far  Mississippi  Baptists  for  three 
Gambling  Conferences,  FBC, 
Grenada,  September  21 ;  Park  Place 
BC  Brandon,  22nd,  FBC,  Lyman, 


“rtF  19 


Pray  far  MegaChurches  For  Youth  - 
Hawaii  is  experiencing  a  revival  of 
the  Christian  faith,  in  which  young 
Christians  are  playing  a  leading  role. 
Churches  with  over  1 XXX)  members 
are  not  unusual,  with  some  ready 
ing  5,000.  SdmrNrcfcSyx'H  in 
school  halls,  cx^rerfcxi  rife  beach. 


Paul  Wells,  Friendship  Mission, 
Fairbanks,  AK,  is  pastor-director  of 
the  mission.  Pray  that  God  will  give 
the  congregation  wisdom  to  know 
whether  to  expand  their  facilities  or 


buy  property 
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In  light  of  our  nation's  need  far 
repentance,  the  crisis  surrounding 
the  U5.  Presidency,  fetus  intercede 
that  the  Lord  expose  and  thwart  all 
announced  and  other  planned  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks.  Pray  that  \visdom 
from  above  jfxwctioj  and 
courage  be  gragfld  toll  officials 
working  to  ^prebend  ^rrorists 


Discipleship  Training  Rally 
(Discipieship  &  Family  Ministry 
Emphasis);  far  Winter  Bible  Study 
Preview,  Blue  Mountain  College, 
sponsored  try  Sunday  School  Dept; 
Church  RelaferiyotyaoiJS  Banquet 

Ministries. 


In  Russia  there  are  over  100  nations 
(ethnic  gnxps  or  people  groups) 
Most  of  them  are  uveached,  sever¬ 
al  of  them  have  no  Scnptures  in 
their  native  lanpiage.  There  are 


For  Winter  Bible  Study  Preview, 
BSU  Center,  Delta  Stale  Univ., 
Cleveland,  sponsored  by  Sunday 
School  Dept;  lames  Boulware, 
Altoona,  PA,  is  a  church  planter 

Church.  PrayntnelAd  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  cojgejj^Jh^h  a  larger 


Missionary  David  Glare  is  serving 
as  the  statistics  information  analyst 
far  the  newly  farmed  team  that  is 
targeting  the  Argentine  people 
group.  Pray  that  the  data  he  collects 
will  enable  the  team  to  discover 
and  resporxLfoiberi^^  within 
that  group  as  sharpie  gospei 
with  them.  *  fe  J 


enable  the  team  to  discover  those  who  will  receive  tl 

respond*!*?  within  gospels.  A  A 

poupash^shat^e  gospei  //i 

them  f  ff  Cmmt  | 


Please  pray  far  a  Ust  Frontier  nation 
where  gospel  portions  will  be  selec¬ 
tively  distributed  by  overseas  volun¬ 
teers  in  the  near  futue.  Pray  far  the 
preparation  of  hearts  and  minds  of 
those  who  will  receive  these 

««***  /’"'I  A 


For  Cofcge  Sfcrdent  Conference, 
FBC,  lackson,  sponsored  by  Student 
Work;  Black  Church:  How  to 
Teach  the  Bible,  Baptist  Building, 
yortsored  by  Missions  Extension  & 
Assodational  Administration. 


Thank  you  for  praying  about  the 
proposed  law  that  would  restrict 
evangelical  work  among  the  indige¬ 
nous  peoples  of  Venezuela.  On 
Sept  1 ,  the  congress  voted  to  post 
pone  consideration  of  the  law  far  a 
year  pwS 
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For  Winter  Bfaie  Study  Preview, 
Baptist  Building  sponsored  by 
Sunday  School  Dept;  Frank  Schaffer 
is  church  planter  pastor  of  Heritage 
Baptisr  Church,  Eflcview,  WV.  Hay 
that  unity  will  areuail  atfe  church 
and  in  area  dCxrdbf  \ 


illanMailjret^i  church  far  next  year.  Pgyfc 
(IhAf  \  BUe  Study  P(f®w, 

0\J  asiisrr1 


October  is  Cooperative  Aopam 
Month  (Stewardship  Dept 
Emphasis),  nay  that  our  churches 
will  promote  the  Cooperative 
Program  as  they  pbn  their  budgets 
far  next  year.  Pgy  for  the  Winter 
Bfaie  Study  Pifsrew,  William  Carey 
College,  sponsored  by  Sunday 
School  Dept  * 


Master  Contra! 

October  10, 1998 

Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church  •  Jackson 

An  incredible  day  of  discipleship  for  Junior  High/High  School  students 
and  their  leaders.  Your  students  will  be  introduced  to  the  new  Master 
Life:  Student’s  Edition I  (available  this  fall) 


SCHEDULE: 

8:30  -  9:00  a.m. 
9:00  -  9:45 
10:00-11:00 
11:15- 12:15  p.m. 
12:30-2:30 
2:30  -  3:00 
3:15-4:15 
4:30  -  5:30 
5:30 


Check-in 

Hi-tech,  Hi-pop  Kick-off 

Session  1 :  Fresh  Commitment  to  Christ 

Session  2:  Making  a  Difference 

Break  to  Stuff  Your  Face  and  Have  Some  Fun 

Loud  and  Eye-Popping  Rally 

Session  3:  Using  All  You  Got 

Living  Radical  Challenge  by  Avery  WiHts,  Author  of  Master  Ufe 
Head  for  Home 


Cost:  $10  per  person 


!  Send  registration  and  a  $5  per  person  deposit  to: 

|  Master  Control,  DiscipleLife,  P.  O.  Box  24001,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

J  For  more  information,  call  (615)  251-2855  or  e-mail  at  pkelly@lifeway.com. 
;  Registration  deadline  is  10  days  prior  to  event. 


Ooune  roioi 
hr  is  ‘Vtnis 


inisters  Conference 


oVentber  9-11.  1996 


Luke  Tiak  O'Khata,  Louisville 


Number  and  Age  of 


Jr 


i mm 


Mailing  Address - 

Office  Phone  Number, 
r  I  have  marl 


!  Registration  for  Event  at  Jackson,  MS,  October  10 

i 

Church  Name: _ 

i  Contact  Person: _ 

!  Address: _ 

!  E-mail  Address: _ 


I  will  nof  n 


- Association  Name _ 

i— - Home  Phone  Number  * _ __ 

itions  at  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata 

>m,  but  will  plan  to  eat  the  following  meals; 


_  Phone: 

Phone: 


Number  of  Persons: 


X  $5  =  Total  Deposit  $ . 


Please  send  deposit  in  check  or  money  order:  do  not  send  cash.  Deposit  is  non-refundable  for  cancella¬ 
tions  made  less  then  30  days  prior  to  the  event 


Canute  Irak  O'Khata  (Toll  free  1-888-845-6151)  or  write  Lake  Tiak  O’Khata,  P.  O.  Box  160, 
Louisville,  MS  39339. 

Complete  the  form  and  return  to:  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  no  later  than  November  2, 1998.  It  is  necessary  That  your 
registration  be  received  by  this  date  so  that  adequate  preparation  can  be  made. 

SPONSORED  BY  THE 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATION-PASTORAL  MINISTRIES  DEPT. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


TRY  'GOOD  NEWS  BIBLE 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Bible  can  be  taught  in  public 
schools  as  long  as  the  course 
curriculum  is  concerned  with 
education  rather  than  indoctri¬ 
nation  of  students. 

It  is  a  deception  that  the 
Bible  is  forbidden  in  public 
schools. 

In  the  landmark  ruling  in 
School  District  of  Abinvton 
Township  v.  Schempp,  374  U.S. 
203,  225  (1963),  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  held  that  "(it) 
certainly  may  be  said  that  the 
Bible  is  wormy  of  study  for  its 
literary  and  historic  qualities. 

"Nothing  we  have  said  here 
indicates  tnat  such  study  of 
the  Bible  or  of  religion,  when 
presented  objectively  as  part 
of  a  secular  program  of  educa¬ 
tion,  may  be  effected  consis¬ 
tently  with  the  First 
Amendment." 

Its  time  for  us  to  get  God 
back  in  our  schools. 

If  you  are  concerned  for  our 
kids'  future  there  is  help.  Write 
National  Council  on  Bible 
Curriculum  in  Public  Schools, 
P.O.  Box  9743,  Greensboro, 
N.C.  27429-9743.  Telephone: 
(336)  272-3799. 

They  will  give  you  all  the 
information  on  how  to  get  the 
Bible  back  in  your  school. 

Kenneth  Patterson 

Leakesville 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Life  can  be  hard  not  only  for  patients  experiencing  illness,  but  also  for  their 
families  and  friends.  Often,  a  battle  with  illness  or  injury  can  take  its  toll  on 
the  entire  family.  The  physical,  emotional  and  financial  pressures  involved 
are  formidable.  But  help  can  come  in  the  form  of  a  trained  clinical  pastoral 
education  counselor. 

Baptist's  Clinical  Pastoral  Education  (CPE)  program,  begun  in  1993,  trains 
ministers  and  laypersons  to  reach  out  and  help  families  in  need  of  support 
in  the  hospital.  Since  its  inception,  CPE  has  trained  more  than  100  chaplain 
interns  in  12  courses.  Counselors  come  from  a  variety  of  faiths  and 
backgrounds,  all  with  the  same  purpose:  to  equip  themselves  to  minister 
to  people  in  healthcare  settings. 

Participants  are  often  pastors  or  members  of  a  church's  ministerial  staff,  but 
may  also  be  laypersons  charged  with  pastoral  care  responsibilities.  Often, 
graduates  serve  as  hospital  chaplains,  but  they  may  also  be  found  ministering 
in  prisons  and  other  settings  in  which  chaplain  services  are  needed. 

During  the  400-hour  course,  students  learn  the  basics  of  doing  pastoral  care 
with  patients  and  their  families  by  not  only  studying  relevant  theological 
principles,  but  by  face-to-face  interaction  with  patients  and  their  families. 
Prayer  and  studying  scripture  are  integral  parts  of  the  curriculum. 

"CPE  is  a  vital  part  of  Baptist's  mission  of  providing  a  ministry  of  Christian 
healing  and  is  designed  to  help  us  emulate  Christ's  own  healing  ministry," 
said  Dr.  Paul  Stephenson,  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Baptist  Health 
Systems.  "These  people  aren't  just  here  to  read  and  study;  they  become 
involved  in  the  lives  of  real  people  as  they  learn  and  develop  their  own  style 
of  ministry.  They  become  part  of  the  healthcare  team." 

For  more  information  about  CPE  and  other  pastoral  care  programs  at 
Baptist,  call  968-5146. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


IT  COULD  BE  PRICELESS 


Every  Southern  Baptist  church  is  different  —  including 
yours.  The  only  way  to  truly  know'  if  you’re  getting  the 
best  insurance  value  is  an  on  site  analysis  by  someone 
specializing  in  church  insurance.  Church  Mutual  has 
specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  over  100  yean. 
Today,  we  protect  more  churches  than  any  other 
insurance  company  in  America.  And  we  offer  an 
on-site  insurance  analysis  of  your  church  absolutely 
free.  Find  out  if  you’re  getting  the  best  ,  i 

insurance  for  your  money.  IMlfiDl 

Call  Church  Mutual:  The  Specialist"  Mutlldlf 

800-554-2642  m  s  n  <  i  •  i  ■ » 

C  1998  CMun^i  Mutual  Insurance  Company 


Understanding  the  Benefits  of  Clinical  Pastoral  Education 

For  more  information,  call  1-800-948-6262. 


'Vessels'  broadcasts  slated  on  ACTS  stations 


Vcicls 


"Vessels  —  A  Video  Maga¬ 
zine"  will  be  shown  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  ACTS  stations  (Odyssey 
channels)  and  other  cable  tele¬ 
vision  systems 
,BB  ^  around  the  state 
during  the  week 

*y\*m*y  of  sept.  20-27, 

and  at  other 
times  and  locations  to  be 
announced. 

Mississippi  churches  that 
have  access  to  a  cable  channel 
can  acquire  a  loaner  tape  from 
the  Broadcast  Services  Dept,  of 


Revival  Dates 


Damascus  (Copiah):  Sept. 
21-25;  Tun  Myers,  County  Line 
Church,  evangelist;  Dale  Heard, 
music;  David  Patterson,  pastor. 

Wiggins  (Leake):  Sept.  18- 
20;  services,  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7 
p.m.;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and 
6:45  p.m.;  Greg  Renfroe,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Danny  Sephton,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Prentiss:  Sept.  20- 
23;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1:30 

E  m.,  John  Cutrer,  speaker;  fel- 
iwship  luncheon  between  ser¬ 
vices;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mon., 


Parkway  Church,  Tupelo, 

celebrated  its  45th  anniversary 
on  Aug.  30.  Speakers  were 
Robert  Shirley,  Tupelo;  Mark 
Gregory,  Murfreesboro;  Tenn.; 
and  Jim  Alford,  Tupelo,  former 
pastors;  and  Len  Sullivan,  pas¬ 
tor.  Pictured  are  Marie  Witt, 
charter  member  and  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Senior  Adult  Council 
who  planned  the  day's  activities 
and  Sullivan.  Witt  was  present¬ 
ed  a  certificate  for  her  work 
with  the  council. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO. 

A  , 


OAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HE  AT E I 
STEEPLES 
p ROSSF S 


VINYL  SIDING 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC  AND 
ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR.  Please 
send  resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist 
Church.  2878  Old  Highway  27, 
Vicksburg,  MS  39180. 
Telephone:  (601 )  636-7501 . 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
AND  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
YOUTH.  Send  resumes  to 
Providence  Baptist  Church,  262 
Zumbro  Road,  Cleveland,  MS 
38732. 


the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  3/4-mch, 
S-VHS,  or  other  videotape  for¬ 


mat.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  Broadcast  Services 
Dept,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 


Bruce  Jolly,  speaker;  Tues.,  John 
Sapp,  speaker;  and  Wed.,  Archie 
Herrin  speaker;  Harvey  Kelly, 
music;  Larry  Yarber,  pastor. 

Whitesand,  Prentiss:  Sept. 
27-Oct.  1;  regular  service  times 
on  Sunday;  weekday  services, 
10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Valton 
Douglas,  Laurel,  evangelist; 
Bob  Thames,  Seminary,  music. 


Focus  on  the  Family, 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  host¬ 
ed  the  Conference  On  Southern 
Baptist  Evangelist  (COSBE), 
Aug.  19-21.  The 
meeting  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by 
North  American 
Mission  Board 
(NAMB).  "This 
was  an  impor¬ 
tant  meeting  of 
the  three  groups 
in  looking  at  tne 
changing  cul¬ 
ture  in 

American  life, 
and  seeking 
ways  to  bring 
to  faith 
rist,"  said 
Chester  Estes  Jr., 
Prayer/ Revivalist,  Prayer  Time 
Ministries,  Union,  and  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer  of  Conference  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelist 
(COMBE).  Estes  and  Ronnie 
Cottingham,  music  evangelist, 
Lucedale,  attended  the  meeting 
as  guest  of  the  NAMB  ana 
COSBE.  Expenses  of  the  meet- 
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Just  for  the  Record 


ing  were  defrayed  by  NAMB 
and  Focus  on  the  Family. 

New  Home  Church,  Bay 
Springs,  recently  held  dedica¬ 
tion  services  for  a  new  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  Guest  speaker  was 
Gale  Anderson,  Taylorsville. 
Others  on  program  were  Billy 
Ray  Smith,  Raleigh,  pastor;  and 
James  Ford,  Bay  Springs. 

Ackerman  Church, 

Ackerman,  will  celebrate  its 
25th  anniversary  on  Sept.  20. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 

Church  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 ,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Services  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m. 
followed  by  covered  dish  in  the 
fellowship  hall.  Guest  speakers 
will  be  Dan  Thompson, 
Nacogdoches,  Texas;  James 
Smith,  D'Lo;  and  David  Shivers, 
Holton,  Ind.  Deacons  over  75 
years  of  age  will  be  recognized. 

Beacon  Street  Church, 
Philadelphia,  will  hold  its  50th 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


anniversary  celebration  Sept. 
19  and  20.  A  singing  will  oe 
held  from  7  to  9  p.m.  on 
Saturday.  Services  on  Sunday 
will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  dinner  in  fellowship 
hall.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
event  will  be  James  Kirkendall 
of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Kirkendall  pastorea  Beacon 
Street  from  1951-55. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
^  Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 
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RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and 
phorte  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 
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TOLL  FREE  1-800-231-6035 


WEBPAGES  $29.95.  Free  Internet 
Browser  Catalogue.  Webtractors,  PO 
Box  1172,  Louisville,  MS  39339. 
httpyAvebtractors.hvpermart.net/index/html. 

6  GOSPEL  MUSIC  CASSETTES  $24.95 
pluy  $3.95  S.H.,  PO  Box  1157, 

Florence,  MS  39073,  1  -888-845-6226, 
www.  hobrecords  .com . 

CHOIR  ROBES  A  accessories,  pul¬ 
pit/  judicial  robes,  paraments.  MUR¬ 
PHY  ROBES/Mac's  Robes,  Charles 
McGlocklin,  Authorized  Dealer. 
Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 

MS  &  ALA  1  -800-830-0583 _ 

HAMMOND,  LOUISIANA  -  Woodland 
Park  Baptist  Church  in  need  of  a  Minister 
of  Music  -  Full-time,  Part-time  or  Interim. 
Send  resume  to  Woodland  Park.  Baptist 
Church,  Attn:  Personnel  Committee,  PO 
Box  847,  Hammond,  La.  70404 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  jackson 

(601)  948-3391.  Since  1965. _ 

MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION/MUSIC  for 
conservative  SBC  church.  Must  have 
proper  education  and  training.  Passion 
for  souls.  Fax  full  resume  to  540-466- 
4765. 

PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  needed 
at  Mt.  Moriah.  Baptist  Church  (Lincoln 
County)  with  ability  to  read  music  and 
direct  a  choir.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Danny  Moss,  PO  Box  256,  Brookhaven, 
MS  39602.  Phone  (601)  833-8858  for 
more  information.  Open  to  male  or 
female.  A 

GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES!  dldies, 
hymns,  favorites!  Brochure  available! 
laicky  Campbell,  11  Clifford,  Natchez, 


MS  39120. _ 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601 )  483- 
7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. _ 

NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON, 

MO.  Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City. 
2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights, 
4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free 
continental  breakfast.  $105  daily. 
All  visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to 
receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call 

(601)  746-4632. _  _ 

ATTENTION:  committed  couples  to 
work  full-time  with  "at-risk"  children 
in  residential  setting.  Opportunities 
throughout  Alabama.  Minumum  HS 
diploma.  Benefits  include  BC/BS  PMD, 
TDA,  life  insurance,  sick  leave,  vaca¬ 
tion,  living  expenses.  Call  1-800-548- 
4256  or  write  to  Box  240009 
Montgomery,  AL  361 24-0009. 
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Recipients  of  the  Small 
Church  Pastor  of  the  Year 
Award  given  during  the 
Growing  Churches  conference 
at  Gulfsnore  Baptist  Assembly, 
July  30-Aug.  1.  were  Chris 
Stewart  and  Morris  Wolfe. 

Stewart,  pictured  with  wife. 
Penny,  is  pastor 
of  Corinth 
Church,  Pearl 
River 
Association. 

He  is  working 
on  his  master 


degree  from 
New  Orleans 
Seminary. 
Wolfe,  pic- 


wife,  Kathy,  is 
pastor  of  Pine 
Crest  Church, 
Rankin 
Association.  A 
bivocational 
pastor  in  the 
insurance  busi¬ 


ness,  this  is  Morris'  first  pas¬ 
torate.  He  is  a  student  in  the 
undergraduate  program  for 
New  Orleans  Seminary  at  the 
Broadmoor  branch  in  Jackson. 

Matt  Buckles,  consultant  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  the 


Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  said  the 
recipients,  always  pastors  of 
churches  with  300  or  fewer 
members,  are  nominated 
through  their  associations  with 
independent  judges  making  the 
awards. 


Chris  and  Penny  Stewart 


With  over  Z. copies  sold  in  the  Left  Behind  Se 


THE  ADVENTURE  CONTINUES.. 
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OW  AVAILABL 


Carl  Mason  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  on  Aug.  23  by  Union 
Church,  Brookhaven.  Mason  is  currently  serving  as  interim  pastor  at 
Antioch  Church,  Lawrence  County.  Pictured  with  Mason  (left)  is 
Phillip  Hemby,  pastor. 


■ 


Morris  and  Kathy  Wolfe 

The  Stone  Brothers  will  be  in 
concert  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
Jackson,  Sept.  20  at  6  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  362-0305. 

Glenfield  Church,  New 
Albany,  had  a  deacon  ordination 
service  on  Aug.  30  for  Randy 
[eter.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Horace  Thomas,  pastor;  Jeter; 
ind  Mike  Scott,  presenting  the 
rertificate. 


il 


Homecomings 


Friendship,  Aberdeen:  Sept. 
17;  services,  11  a.m.;  lunch  at 
12:30  p.m.;  O.  E.  Langner, 
preaching;  Dudley  Brasher, 
music;  Todd  Bowen,  pastor. 


Custom  Church 
¥  Interiors.  Inc. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1294 


Jackson,  r.r 


Sallis,  Sallis:  Sept.  27;  ser¬ 
vices,  10  a.m.;  lunch  at  noon; 
Millard  Pearl,  former  pastor, 
speaker;  Thomas  Wicker,  pastor. 

Beulah,  Lexington:  Sept.  27; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on 

grounds,  noon;  1:30  p.m. 
singing;  James  O.  Lee,  guest 
speaker,  and  Lee  Family,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  guest  singers; 
Douglas  L.  Lawson,  pastor. 

New  Providence  (Leake): 

Sept.  20;  service  begins  at  10 
a.m.;  Ric  White,  Kenner,  La., 
guest  speaker;  Eugene  Beasley, 
Vicksburg,  music;  Smith 
Sanders,  pastor. 


Glenfield  deacons 

Friendship, 
Ecru,  celebrates 
150  years 

Friendship  Church,  Ecru, 
will  celebrate  its  150th 
anniversary  on  Sept.  27. 
Services  will  be  held  at  10 
a.m.  and  1 :30  p.m.  Covered 
dish  dinner  will  be  held  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  at  noon.  On  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  Terry  Faulkner, 
guest  speaker,  and  Mike 
Morton,  music.  John  W. 
Stewart  is  pastor. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 
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Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information: 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable  —  tj  rj  Jncnrinro 
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(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  _ _ „  ^ 


Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods. 
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Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50% 
on  prescription  _ 

drugs!  □  Medicare  Su 


1-800-463-4348 
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Life  and  Work 

Power  to  share  the  gospel 

Ephesians  3:1-13 


By  Michael  D.  Johnson 


The  popular  comic  strip 
Peanuts  recorded  the  following 
conversation  between  Linus 
and  Charlie  Brown: 

Linus:  When  I  grow  up  I'm 
going  to  be  a  real  fanatic. 

Charlie  Brown:  What  are  you 
going  to  be  fanatic  about? 

Linus:  Oh,  I  don't  know  —  it 
doesn't  matter.  I'll  be  sort  of  a 
wishy-washy  fanatic. 

There  was  certainly  nothing 
wishy  washy  about  Paul  in 
regard  to  his  witness  for  Jesus 
Christ.  This  week's  lesson  will 
encourage  our  own  efforts  in 
the  sharing  of  the  gospel  with 
all  people. 

The  Mystery.  Throughout 


this  passage,  Paul 
refers  to  a  "mystery' 
that  has  now  been 
revealed.  The  Word  Johnson 
should  not  be  under¬ 
stood  as  something  to  be  solved;  t 
much  like  we  use  the  word  c 
today.  In  terms  of  the  use  in  this  ( 
passage,  mystery  is  understood 
as  that  which  can  only  be  known  r 
when  God  decides  to  reveal  the  1 
meaning.  Jewish  eschatology  j 
(study  of  last  things)  held  that  c 
the  final  revealing  act  of  God  s 


attempting  to  think  the 
thoughts  of  God  (see  3:8 
and  3:16).  In  a  real  sense, 
those  who  seek  to  explain 
(witness)  the  coming  of 
Christ  (which  had  been 
initiated  by  God)  are 
speaking  about  some¬ 
thing  that  is  beyond 
human  comprehension  or 
n  articulation.  Yet  the  ten¬ 
sion  arises  with  the  fact 
that  each  follower  of  Christ  is 
compelled  to  share  the  truth  of 
God's  mystery  (3:7). 

The  Price.  1  Peter  3:18-22 
reminds  us  that  as  when  we  fol¬ 
low  Christ  we  should  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  that  we  may  experience 
difficulties.  After  all,  Peter  rea¬ 
sons,  if  the  founder  of  the  faith 


to  think  the  while  he  was  awaiting  trial 


would  be  to  inaugurate  his  king-  gave  his  life  then  should  we  as 
dom.  Paul  indicates  that  the  followers  expect  the  price  to  be 
kingdom  was  ushered  in  with  any  less?  Paul  had  ample  first 
the  arrival  of  Christ;  an  event  hand  experience  with  this  truth, 
inaugurated  by  God  alone.  Many  scholars  believe  that 

At  the  same  time,  however,  Ephesians  was  one  of  four 
we  can  understand  mystery  as  prison  letters  that  Paul  wrote 


Explore  the  Bible 

God  prepares  people 
for  deliverance 

Exodus  7:14-18;  11:1,  4-7 


By  Walter  M.  Blackman 


A  popular  commercial  on 
television  was  people  dis¬ 
cussing  their  various  brokers 
and  opinions  on  what  to  do 
with  finances.  One  person  in  the 
crowd  would  announce  his/her 
broker  and  everyone  would 
freeze;  no  movement,  no  sound. 
Every  person  in  the  room  would 
strain  to  hear  what  the  adver¬ 
tised  broker  would  say. 

The  Lord  spoke  through 
Moses,  but  Pharaoh  did  not 
pay  any  attention.  When  Moses 
said  "Thus  says  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,"  Pharaoh's  response 
was  "Who  is  the  Lord  that  I 
should  obey  his  voice"  (5:1-2). 

God  demonstrated  to  Pharaoh 
why  he  should  listen  to  Moses, 


but  the  Lord  also  pre-  .  , 

pared  the  Israelites  for  Black 
nis  mighty  deliverance. 

God  deals  with  an  adver¬ 
sary  (7:14-18).  Moses  tried  two 
times  to  convince  Pharaoh  to 
let  the  Israelites  go,  but  the 
Egyptian  king  refused.  He 
maae  the  Israelites  work  harder 
and  his  heart  became  hard. 
Moses  was  discouraged  and 
the  people  blamed  him  for  their 
increased  hardship.  The  Lord 
sent  Moses  a  third  time  to 
Pharaoh  with  orders  to  use  his 
rod  and  turn  the  Nile  river  into 
blood.  The  Egyptians  believed 
the  Nile  river  was  a  god,  giving 
them  life.  By  turning  the  waters 
into  blood,  the  Lord  demon¬ 
strated  his  power  over  the  gods 
of  Egypt. 


Serving  the  Lord 
often  means  facing 
adversaries.  Satan  is  an 
adversary  every 

Christian  must  face.  The 
world  and  the  flesh  are 
also  adversaries  to  the 
Christian  (1  John  2:15, 
Gal  5:16-21).  Sometimes, 
n<  .  certain  individuals  can 

o  ac  man  become  adversaries  to 
the  will  of  God  —  even  in  the 


Family  Bible  Series 

The  foundations  of  life 

Deuteronomy  5:116-21 


By  Greg  Bowers 


A  few  years  ago,  Ted  Turner 
addressed  the  American 
Humanist  Association  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Ten 
Commandments  should  be 
replaced.  He  proposed  that  they 
should  be  replaced  with  "volun¬ 
tary  initiatives"  which  deal  with 
subjects  like  nuclear  weapons, 
poverty,  the  environment,  and 
so  forth.  Contrary  to  what  peo¬ 
ple  think  about  the  Ten 
Commandments,  they  are  still 
authoritative  for  us. 

The  commandment  of  priori¬ 
ty.  God  is  to  be  the  supreme 
object  of  our  loyalty  and  affec¬ 
tion.  Romans  6:16  indicates  that 
we  belong  to  the  power  we 


choose  to  obey.  Many 
obey  their  sinful  desires 
rather  than  the  God  Bowers 
who  made  them  and 
desires  a  relationship  with  them,  fr 
The  commandment  of  sover-  fr 
eignty.  God  prohibits  the  mak-  ol 
ing  and  worship  of  idols  and 
then  gives  the  reason  for  such  a  r< 
prohibition  —  he  is  a  jealous  c< 
God.  "Jealous"  here  refers  to  a 
God's  holiness.  He  is  to  be  the  it 
sole  object  of  human  worship.  p 
The  commandment  of  sin-  n 
cerity.  There  are  two  ways  by  n 
which  we  can  misuse  God's  v 
name.  We  can  curse  and  use  it  rr 
negatively  or  it  can  become  a 
part  of  our  normal  conversation  n 
without  our  even  realizing  it  b 
("by  God;"  "for  God's  sake")  d 


church!  We^  should  follow 
Moses'  example  by  remaining 
steadfast  in  God's  will  and  pray 
for  the  Lord  to  deal  with  the 
adversaries  we  face. 

Jesus  dealt  with  all  the 
adversaries  of  God  and  defeat¬ 
ed  them  at  Calvary.  When  he 
rose  from  the  grave,  he  demon¬ 
strated  once  and  for  all  the 
power  God  has  over  every 
adversary,  including  death.  We 
will  never  face  any  adversary 
God  cannot  handle  and  has  not 
already  defeated. 

Goa  prepares  his  people 
(11:1,  4-7).  The  Lora  gave 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  nine 
plagues  to  convince  them  to  let 

God's  name  was  so  holy 
to  the  people  of  the  Old 
Testament  that  they 
never  even  spoke  it. 

The  commandment  of 
sanctity.  Our  normal  day 
of  worship  is  to  be  kept 
holy.  Holy  means  "set 
apart."  Sundays  should 
be  uniquely  preserved  for 
rs  worship  ana  rest.  God's 
intent  is  that  we  refrain 
from  work  and  that  we  refrain 
from  activities  which  will  cause 
others  to  have  to  work.  * 

The  commandment  of 
respectability.  This  is  the  only 
commandment  which  contains 
a  reward  for  those  to  maintain 
it.  Long,  fruitful  lives  are 
promised  for  those  who  show 
respect  to  their  parents.  This  is 
not  a  guarantee  made  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  but  is  a  promise  is 
made  to  the  entire  nation. 

The  commandment  of 
responsibility.  This  is  a  prohi¬ 
bition  upon  premeditatea  mur¬ 
der.  Life  is  precious.  Humanity 


while  he  was  awaiting  trial 
before  Caesar  (see  Acts  25-28).  2 
Corinthians  11:23-33  provides  a 
long  list  of  the  sufferings  Paul 
enaured  as  a  follower  of  Christ. 
Tradition  holds  that  Paul's  sec¬ 
ond  Roman  imprisonment 
ended  with  his  execution.  Those 
reading  these  words  today  cer¬ 
tainly  do  not  face  the  hostility 
towards  Christianity  that  Paid 
faced  in  his  day.  Still  many  fail  in 
their  duty  of  snaring  the  Gospel. 
What  price  was  too  high  for 
Christ?  For  Paul?  Just  what  price 
is  too  high  for  us? 

The  Reward.  Paul  claims  in 
3:8  that  those  who  are  willing 
to  pay  the  price  will  have  the 
privilege  of  sharing  the  "inex¬ 
haustible  riches  ana  generosity 
of  Christ"  (The  Message). 
Barclay  relates  the  story  of  the 

freat  orchestral  conductor 
oscanini  who  was  comment¬ 
ing  on  one  of  Beethoven's  sym¬ 
phonies:  "Gentlemen,  I  am 
nothing;  you  are  nothing; 


his  people  go.  Pharaoh  showed 
signs  of  weakening,  but  each 
time  his  heart  became  harder. 
Refusing  to  hear  and  obey  the 
Lord  results  in  a  hardening  of 
the  heart.  The  tenth  and  last 
plague  brought  about  a  dramat¬ 
ic  change  in  Pharaoh's  attitude. 
Not  only  would  Pharaoh  let  the 
people  go,  but  he  would  drive 
them  out  with  everything  they 
had,  including  the  wealth  of 
their  neighbors.  Every  firstborn 
of  Egypt,  including  the  animals, 
were  to  die.  In  ancient  times, 
the  firstborn  was  usually  given 
the  largest  share  of  the  inheri¬ 
tance.  m  Pharaoh's  house,  the 
firstborn  stood  first  in  line  to 
become  king.  What  the 
Egyptians  valued  most,  God 
took  away  because  of  their 
unwillingness  to  obey  him.  Hie 
Lord  made  a  distinction 
between  the  Egyptians  and 
Israelites,  so  much  so  that  even 
dogs  would  bark  at  one  of 
God's  people. 

Goa  also  prepared  his  people 
with  the  last  plague.  They  had 
unbelieving  hearts  and  rebelled 

is  created  in  God's  image  and 
we  must  respect  it.  In  Roy 
Honeycutt's  book  on  the  Ten 
Commandments,  he  indicates 
that  there  are  other  methods  of 
killing  beside  then  physical. 
When  we  slander  or  mistreat 
someone,  we  murder. 

The  commandment  of  fideli¬ 
ty.  In  a  society  where  one  third  of 
the  population  is  alleged  to  have 
been  unfaithful  to  their  marriage 
partners,  we  need  to  remind 
people  that  adultery  is  not  a 
fling,  a  dalliance,  or  even  an 
affair.  It  is  sin,  plain  and  simple. 
The  family  has  been  instituted 
by  God.  His  priority  list  places  it 
above  the  state,  the  school,  and 
even  the  church. 

The  commandment  of  hon¬ 
esty.  Stealing  can  mean  more 
than  just  another  person's  pos¬ 
sessions.  What  about  robbing 
God  by  withholding  his  tithe/ 
What  about  stealing  the  one 
day  which  is  to  be  set  aside  for 
worship  and  rest  and  using  it 
for  our  own  pursuits? 


Beethoven  is  everything." 

Toscanini  believed  that  his 
duty  was  not  to  draw  attention 
to  himself  or  to  orchestra  but  to 
obliterate  himself  in  order  to  let 
Beethoven  flow  through.  What 
greater  reward  can  we  have,  in 
a  similar  way,  when  we  allow 
ourselves  to  be  used  as  God's 
instrument  for  reconciliation. 

The  Task.  In  Ephesians  4 
Paul  spends  considerable  effort 
in  describing  how  every  believ¬ 
er  has  been  gifted  for  a  specific 
task  to  assist  in  building  up  the 
body  of  Christ  (4:12).  The  job  of 
reconciliation  —  the  sharing  of 
the  gospel  —  is  not  only  the  job 
of  every  Christian,  but  the  job 
of  every  church  (3:10).  Even 
though  Paul  was  in  prison  he 
was  most  bold  and  confident  in 
his  witness.  It  is  not  a  job  for 
wishy-washy  Christians.  Only 
fanatics  need  apply! 

Johnson  is  a  professor  in  the 
Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy 
Department  at  Mississippi  College. 


against  the  Lord  (Ez.  20:5-20), 
but  through  the  Lord's  mighty 
work  of  deliverance,  they 
believed  and  prepared  to  depart. 

When  we  race  hardships  and 
difficulties,  we  look  for  quick 
answers  and  deliverance. 
However,  the  Lord  often  choos¬ 
es  ways  to  deal  with  adver¬ 
saries  that  reveals  himself  to 


L.oa  s  will  may  involve  gomg 
through  a  time  of  preparation 
that  is  long  and  difficult,  but 
produces  a  stronger  faith. 

Sometimes  it  is  difficult  for 
God's  people  to  appreciate 
God's  sovereign  purpose  in  the 
world  and  focus  on  their  own 
individual  circumstance.  God 
continues  to  work  in  powerful 
ways  in  the  world  today  and  he 
continues  to  call  his  people  to 
prepare  for  whatever  he  leads 
them  to  do.  Resisting  God  can 
lead  to  discipline,  but  trusting 
God  leads  to  victory  over  all 
the  adversaries  of  life. 

Blackman  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Marion. 

The  commandment  of  testi¬ 
mony.  We  are  commanded  not 
to  give  false  testimony  about 
another,  whether  it  is  in  a  court¬ 
room  or  anywhere  else.  False 
testimony  about  another  is  tan¬ 
tamount  to  character  assassina¬ 
tion.  Christians  are  commanded 
to  be  people  who  tell  the  truth. 

The  commandment  of  secu¬ 
rity.  To  "covet"  means  to  "lust." 
It  indicates  a  strong  desire  for 
something  which  is  not  ours  to 
possess.  This  is  the  only  com¬ 
mandment  which  has  to  do  with 
an  attitude  rather  than  an  action. 
On  one  hand,  it  is  the  least  harm¬ 
ful  to  others.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  likely  the  underlying  reason 
for  all  of  the  other  sins  which  are 
identified  in  the  passage. 

While  some  claim  the 
Commandments  are  Old 
Testament  and  not  applicable  to 
us,  nine  of  the  ten  command¬ 
ments  are  repeated  in  the  New 
Testament.  They  are  not  optional! 

Bowers  is  vastor  of  First 
Church,  Indianola. 


Concord  Baptist  Church 
Bobby  Joe  Chaney 
Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mr.  Jerry  Glower 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Batumi 
Mr.  Jerry  Compton 
Ms.  Kathy  Gu  I  ledge 
Mrs.  Everett  S.  (Gwenneth)  Cole,  Sr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  F.  Pettcy 
Mr.  Wendell  Webb 
Mrs.  Dorothy  J.  Beall 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Ellis 
Mrs.  Louise  Gamblin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  H.  Cole 
Mrs.  Clarice  Crenshaw 
Eric/Nanc  Lindstrom.Ric.  Mary  .Laura 
Ms.  Neva  F.  Palmer 
Mrs.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milton  H.  Mitchell 
Mrs.  Belton  Walters 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Chester  G.  McWhorter 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hamilton 
Dr.  Ellis  M.  Moffitt 
Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Simmons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Turcotte  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  S.  Darsey  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  F.  Peery 
Miss  Jana  Peery 
Wilburn  C.  Cole 
Mrs.  Harry  L.  Cole 
Mr.  Covington 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  E.  Dawkins 
Mr.  Forrest  Co* 

Misters  Harry  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Martha  Creek  more 
Mrs.  Beth  B.  Bounds 
Mr.  Thomas  Cross 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mrs.  LucUe  B.  Cullins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Adrienne  Culpepper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dink  R.  Gibson 
Mrs.  Stephanie  Daniel 
Mrs.  Marsha  Jane  Kenneth  A  Scott 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  E.  Carlyle 
Mr.  John  Daren 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Moran  M.  Pope  Jr. 
Martha  Loretta  Darnell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rhen  W.  Pierce 
Harold  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  B.  Wfest 
Mr.  William  Harold  Davis 
Ms.  Dorothy  W.  Townsend 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lee  Davb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  Mary  Davb 
Willie  H.  Mullins 
Robert  (Bob)  Davb 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Bobby  A  Geneva  Gardner 
S.  D.  Davb 
Mrs.  Jean  D.  Cockrell 
Charles  E.  Day 
Mr.  Alanson  V.  Tumhough 
Bet  lie  Dee  Detancey 
Senior  Adult  SSC.  New  Zion  BC 
Mr.  A.  F.  Dix 
Mr  A  Mrs  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Vivian  Dixon 
M/M  Frank  Whittington  A  Family 
Mr.  Chester  Eugene  Drake 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  D.  Rookc  Jr. 

Mr.  Russell  Dudley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cook  Jr. 

Mr.  Burris  Dunn,  Jr. 

Misters  Harry  A  Jimmy  Stout 
Richard  Dunn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Chisholm 
Mrs.  Floyd  Durham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Y.  Gowan  A  Sara 
Mr.  Arthur  Edmonds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pat  Ross 
Mrs.  Ann  Ettiott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leon  C.  McWilliams 
Edward  Emflnger 
Ms.  Alice  C.  Zumbro 
John  T.  Erwin 
Mrs.  Barbara  Cochran 
Mrs.  Joe  C.  Crawford 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  D.  Harper 
Frances.  Rich  A  Grace  Defenbaugh 
C.H.  Legge 

Enid  Lake  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Janice  Lewis 
Cascilla  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  Charles  Ziek 

Mrs.  Eugenia  (Malcolm)  Flanaga 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rex  Brewer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wiley  Flanagan 
Mr.  H.  J.  Fleming 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  L.  lee 
Mrs.  Margaret  Flowers 
Mrs.  H.  0-  Fulgham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  Manchie  Fly,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Sessums 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Join  D.  Harper 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Barbee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jay  Gore  m 
Mrs.  Dit  P.  Johnson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Archie  C.  Leggett 
Jamie  Ford 
Mrs.  H.  Q.  Fulgham 


Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  G.  Branscome  Jr. 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  R.  B.  Townes  Jr. 

Mr.  Jack  Hardage 
Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
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Phillipston  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  Alderman 
Mrs.  Virginia  Little 
Mrs.  Margueritte  C.  Howell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Moran  M.  Pope  Jr. 
Mrs.  Jack  M.  Simmons 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Stephens 


Mr.  Bennie  D.  Harrell  Jr. 

Mr.  Thomas  L.  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 
Mr.  Fred  Hayton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  lames  E  Clark  A  Family 

T.  W.  (Billy)  Hickman 
The  Harrison  Case  Family 


Opal  Abernathy 
brownie  Crawford 
Jay  Ainsworth 
Ms.  Jobie  Ainsworth 

Pearl  Akins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Leon  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  A.  Kidu 
Emily  D.  Alexander 
Dr.  Ellis  M.  Moffitt 
Mr.  Jim  Alexander 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Mrs.  Emily  D.  Alexander 
Mrs.  Clarice  Crenshaw 
Mrs.  Ruth  Hamilton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milton  H.  Mitchell 
BUly  Allen 

Mrs.  N.  D.  Brookshire.  Jr. 

•Mrs.  Mary  Lemoyne  Wilkinson  A1 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  LuciHe  Anderson 
Mr.  Mike  DaughdriU 
Mrs.  Victoria  Arbuckle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  S.  Cook  Jr. 

Lisa  Boyd  Ard 
Dr.  W.  E.  Moore 
Ms.  Monoie  Baird 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  M.  Tidwell 
Anita  Ball 

Mr.  John  B.  Robertson  Jr. 

Rev.  Leo  Barker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Crow 
L.  B.  Barnes,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Robert  A  Marion  Barnett 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Angelo 
Bill  Bass 
Billie  Bishop 
Ms.  Janelte  Shows 
Mrs.  Esther  Bennett 
Miss  Ida  E.  Ingram 
Mrs.  Ruth  Bennett 
Phillipston  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  Alderman 
Mr.  Leon  Berryhill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Carl  BevUL  Sr. 

Graeber  Brothers.  Inc. 

Mrs.  Ernestine  Johnson  Bigham 
Robert  Mims  A  Associates 
Gay  Brass 
Allie  Coppeak 
Dee  Grantham 
Jeanette  O' Mara 
Hortense  I.  Bums 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Woodward 
Dorothy  Lowry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Mr.  Jim  Lund 
John  A  Claire  Nowlin 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Mr.  Michael  Lamar  Mahaffey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Mills 
Mrs.  Vivian  Mainelli 
Walter  Barbee 
Mbs  Marium  Mangum 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  C.  Wilson 
Lebnd  Ira  Martin 
Rebecca  M.  Brown 
Mr.  Wayne  G.  lynes  Jr. 

Mrs.  Joyce  Mason 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dave  Moore 
Bert  Matthews 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carlton  W.  Edmondson 
Mr.  James  L.  “Soookum"  McDill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mrs.  Doris  McDonald 
Ms.  Amelia  L.  Mathis 
Karl  A  Nancy  McGraw 
Mrs.  Paulette  McKinnon 
Mr.  William  Earl  McLain 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Pittman 
Mr.  Fred  McNeece 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Crow 
Dorothy  McNeel 
Pheba  Baptist  Church 
Barbara  Meredith 
Mrs.  Mary  Taylor  Bain 
Rosemary  B.  Metcalfe 
Mrs.  Royce  R  Thompson 
Gladys  Miles 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ricky  Fain 
Mr.  Hainon  A.  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  C.  White 
Vera  J.  Miller 
Ivy  Lea  Miller 
Mrs.  Mary  Edna  Ming 
Misses  Fern  A  Dixie  Pattie 
Carlos  Mizdl 

Deborah  SSC,  FBC-Poplarville 

Alma  F.  Monk 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Amos 
Idell  A  Emmett  Monk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Richard  P.  Van  Dyke 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Gibbs 
Mbs  Marie  Hildreth 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Fans 
Mr.  Charles  G.  Hill 
Ms.  Frances  V.  Wofford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edwin  A.  Boland 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  H.  James  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mitchell  Greer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charlie  Greer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Neal  Ruskison 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Boland 
John  Hines 
Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Dan  Hinton 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Dova  HoHeman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Fortenberry 
Jerry  Berry  Holloway 
Mr.  Bailey  L.  Baddley 
Brownie  Crawford 
Mr  J  W(Telco  Distr  Inc  Holloway  Jr 
Mrs.  K.  C.  Peters  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Trent  L.  Howell 
Mrs.  Pat  (Jerry)  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lawrence  J.  Berry 
Mrs.  Lucille  Hood 
Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Tommie  Hudson 
Mr.  Wayne  Box 
Mrs.  Lob  Hughes 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jimmie  Manton 
Tommy  l*y 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Fortenberry 
Kate  Franklin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Danny  Young 
Brian  Fratesi 
Mrs.  Rosalie  H.  Brown 
Thomas  “Tommy"  F.  Frazier,  Jr. 
Kathryn  A.  Bentley 
Mildred  E.  Coleman 
Lena  M.  Groover 
Dr.  Earl  Mahaffey 
Bcmiece  Mchaffey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  J.  McDonald 
Lee  Ashley  Frederick 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  W.  Cantrell 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jay  Gore 
Mrs.  Ellen  Freer 
FBC -Grenada  Nursery  Department 
Edgar  Leek  Fuller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Mr.  Howard  Fulton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Matt  L.  Taylor 
Jimmy  Gammill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Veazey 
Milbum  “Skip"  Gardner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  O.  Templeton  Jr. 
Mrs.  Rita  Gaschassion 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Guy  Henderson 
James  P.  Gilbert 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Luther  S.  Litchfield 
Mrs.  Betty  Jo  Gillb 
The  Harrison  Case  Family 
Ms.  Eva  E.  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leslie  Henning 
Janet  Richardson 
Mrs.  Jewel  Gilmore 
Mrs.  Edna  T.  Johnson 
Mr.  L.  Hugh  Ghm 
Lou  A  Libby  Bullock 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Reeve  G.  Jacobus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  C.  Wilson 
Mrs.  Jamb  Godwin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  C.  McDonald 
Inez  Goggins 

The  Andrews  Class.  FBC -Shannon 
Mr.  Harold  Gough 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  L.  Carroll 
Lee  Sandra  Grady 
Ms.  Cynthia  D.  Davis 
Eld  red  Graham 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  Ladner 
Mrs.  Valeria  Graham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Wilkie 
I.  “Bill"  Grantham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  L.  Sum  rail 
Mr.  Paul  Griffin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Luther  Roy  Adams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  K.  F.  Robinson 
Mrs.  Mattb  Grisham 
Herman.  Sheron  A  Chris  Coals 
Abxb  Nkob  Grubbs 
Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Sims 
Look  F.  Halford 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

Clay  Wilson 
Ms.  Hazel  H.  Massengale 
Mother  of  Ted  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  E.  Cain 
Mrs.  T.  A.  (Estelle)  Wiltshire 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Cothran 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bennett  Jr. 

Mr.  Lee  Wing 

Baptist  Ladies  SSC.  FBC-Sledge 

Johnnie  Woodall 

Ms.  Beatrice  J.  Woodall 
Mr.  Garner  Woodruff 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  M.  Grantham 
W.  W.  Wright 

Fellowship  SSC.  Midway  BC 
Meridian 

Mr.  John  L.  Young 

The  Bobby  Hancock  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  W.  Kirkpatrick 
The  Joe  Moss  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Conan  Whitten 
Mrs.  Ralph  G.  Caperton 
Rubye  A  Billy  Young 
Tinsley  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  A.  Buchanan 

Ann  Horton  Jay 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  P.  H.  Gulledge 
Mr.  Stanby  Johnson,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 


Mrs  Donald  Durst 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.S.  Bowenng 


Mrs.  Browme  L.  Peden 
Mrs.  Lizzb  J.  Long  A  Barbara 
Chariey  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Purvis  Sr. 

Mrs.  Opal  Josey 
Dorcas  SSC,  Bow  mar  Ave  BC- 
Vtcksbur 

Mr.  Hugh  Kearney 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 

C.  M.  Kebo 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carlton  W.  Edmondson 
Mrs.  Eanbe  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  Robert  Kincade 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Roy  Meivia  Kirkland 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  T.  McClintock 
Mr.  A.  Knight 
Mrs.  Retha  Knight 
Carolyn  Kroeze 
Ms.  Cindy  H.  Shackleford 
Mrs.  Raye  Kull 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Guy  Henderson 
L.  E.  Kyzar 
Jim  EIU  A  Perry  Aden 
Ms.  Bessie  May  Wells 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Samuel  F.  Beasley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Natie  P.  Caraway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  G.  Lee 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Emrnht  Moak 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M.  Flowers 
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Lauderdale  City  Baptist  Assn. 
Billy  Booae 
Mr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 


Mrs.  (Beta  Crosby 
Eastverw  Baptist  Church.  Laurel 
Mrs.  Mbtb  Scott 
Eastveiw  Baptist  Church.  Laurel 


Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Howard  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  O.  Theron  Poole 
Mr.  Wayae  Moore 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Don  Evans 
Mrs.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  C.  Lowry 
Melvin  Morgan 
Kolob  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Let  ha  Morgan 
Ms.  Augustine  Burch 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Morgan 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Mangum 
Mr.  Hugh  Morris 
Mrs.  Mary  K.  Evans 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  Richey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Evans  A  Family 
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Leroy.  Sandra  and  Morgan  Peeples 


Lucilb  Buckley 
Ms.  Frances  L.  Bond 
Judge  Percy  Lee 
Audrey  A  Sam  Brand 
JJ.  Myers 

Mrs.  Essie  Mae  Meyers 
Mr.  Marion  D.  Copeland 
Mr  &  Mrs  William  Tilbr 
Jimmy  Fowler,  Jr. 

Morgan  Wiggers  A  Jane  Gray  Wiggers 
H.F.  McCarty 
Coat  Baptist  Church 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Olen  S.  Broom 
Mrs.  Melba  Hess 
Mrs.  Virginia  Rutland 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J  R.  Tew 
William  Cartb  Brewer,  Sr. 

Old  River  Supply.  Inc. 

Eva  C.  Brown 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

May  A  Gid  Brown 
Betty  E.  Creel 
Ms.  Gloria  Kennedy 
Mrs.  Elmer  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ray  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Eva  Brown 
Janice  Methvin 


AUGUST  1-31, 
1998  HONORS 


Franco  &  Earl  Allen 

Mrv  Billie  Bums 
Mr  A  Mrv  Walter  B.  Moore 
Dr.  A  Mr..  Clarke  Bozeman 
Encouragere  Clast  FBC -Columbus 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Hal  Buchanon 
Winsome  SSC.  Calvary  BC-Tupelo 
Calvary  BC-Adnll  2  SS  Leaders 
Annie  Mae  Weaver  SSC.  Calvary  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  Carr 
Pecan  Street  Friends 
Mrs.  Louise  Craig 
Ruth  SSC.  FBC-Ttipek. 

Mrs.  Martha  Earnest 
Elotse  Crowley  SSC.  FBC -Columbus 
Sam  Edwards 

Blocker  SSC.  Second  BC  Greenville 

Pam  Helms 

Mrs.  Charlotte  West  Nanney 

Floyd  Hendricks 

Blocker  SSC.  Second  BC -Greenville 
W.F.  Keeling 

Blocker  SSC.  Second  BC-Greenville 

Mr.  Adam  Leonard 
Joy  SSC.  FBC -Quitman 
Mm  Mary  Livingston 
Willing  Wotkers  SSC.  Parkway  BC 

Mm  Bae  K.  Magruder 
Ms.  Jeanne  Y.  Tapp 
Dr.  A  Mm  E.  B.  Marlin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  B  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mm  Robert  H.  Miller 
Dr.  A  Mrs  Gerald  Hasaehnan 
Panl  A  Dorothy  Nonnery 
Mrs  Paulette  McKinnon 


The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  is  participating  in  the  Jitney  Jungle  Community  Gift  Program 
By  using  this  community  gift  card  number  98765  03684, 2%  of  your  purchase  at  Jitney  Jungle 
will  be  given  to  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village. 


Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  John  T.  Armstrong.  Sr. 

Mrs  Judith  Randle  Brewer 
Mm  Bemeict  Chase 
Kathy  Harmon 
Warren  Dykes 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Claude  D.  Gatlin 
George  Ellis  Whetstone 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gordie  Whittington 
Mr.  Clinon  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Tumbo 
Dorcus  SS  Class.  Wesson  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Lee 
James  Earl  White 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Lammons 
Mm  Helen  R.  Whittington 
Mr  A  Mrs  Gordie  Whittington 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  R  Waymire 
Mr.  Mack  L.  W  ilbanks 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lendon  E.  Brown 
Mrs.  Lyrm  G.  Hardage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theron  Poole 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Noah  M.  Mills 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Truitt  Phillips 
Mm  Coralya  Prine  WWts 
Mr  A  Mrs  Join  L.  Prine 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Huey  Duncan 
Hart  C.  Williams 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc 


Misters  Harry  A  Jimmy  Slou! 

Esther  Bryan 
Browme  Crawford 
Mr*.  Rose  Buckbw 
Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
Mrs.  Edwin  L.  Burks 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mrs.  Jean  McAdams  Burrell 
Luther  Boggan  Family 
Mrs.  Katherine  Cain 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Wally  Camp 
Ms.  Cindy  H.  Shackleford 


Step  1:  Cut  out  coupon  (bottom  right)  and  ask  the  cashier  to  scan  it;  or 

Present  the  number  98765  03684  to  the  cashier  prior  to  checking  out;  OR 
Ask  the  cashier  to  look  up  our  name  under  THE  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
Step  2:  Ask  the  cashier  to  link  this  number  to  your  Gold  Card. 


Once  the  number  98765  03684  is  linked  to  your  Gold  Card,  every  purchase  you  make 
at  Jitney  Jungle  for  the  next  8  weeks  using  — -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

your  Gold  Card  will  allow  you  to  contribute  /  Your  Organization’s  Number^ 
2%  of  your  purchase  to  The  Baptist  j  |  HHtil’  j  jj  j 


Mr.  Fred  D.  Evans  Jr. 

Ralph  G.  Caperton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  J.  Crow 
Mr.  Harvey  Carpenter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.  Travis 

Eva  Carraway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Baham 


Children’s  Village 


Thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  and  its  min¬ 
istry.  Please  know  how  much  you  are 
appreciated! 


Don’t  forget  to  link  our  Community  Gift 
Program  number  to  your  Gold  Card  to  hei 
raise  funds  the  easy  way.  Start  Today! 


Mn.  Ausrin  D.  Bowlin 

Clyde  Rumrtl 

Blocker  SSC.  Second  BC -Greenville 


Fortner  enemy 
now  pastors 
in  Belize 

SAN  PEDRO,  Belize  (BP)  — 
"My  desire  is  to  win  souls.  My 
dream  is  to  go  preach  in  places 
where  the  gospel  has  not  been 
preached,"  Transito  Mai  says. 

Three  years  ago,  nobody  in 
San  Pedro,  Belize,  would  have 
believed  he  would  ever  say  such 
a  thing.  He  was  an  enemy  of  the 
church  and  of  godly  people. 

At  the  invitation  of  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  Victor 
Stefanini,  Mai  began  to  attend 
church  services,  although 
sometimes  he  was  drunk  and 
shirtless.  The  missionary  per¬ 
sisted  and  told  him,  "What  you 
need  to  do  is  accept  Christ." 

"Yes,  that's  what  I  need," 
Mai  agreed.  Within  six  months, 
he  was  preaching  and  soon 
was  invited  by  the  Baptists  of 
San  Pedro  to  become  pastor  of 
the  church. 

When  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  Homer  Hawthorne 
invited  Mai  to  go  with  him  to 
start  work  in  the  south  of  the 
country,  he  gladly  agreed. 
Now  the  association  of 
churches  pays  for  Mai  and 
another  man  to  go  once  a 
month  to  work  with  new 
believers  in  the  south. 

Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 

EGH  FSMLMJPJU  FNZZ 
GMW  HM  WSJ  ZEF  MT 
WSV  RMH,  EGH  WSJ  ZEF 
MT  WSJ  CNGR,  ZJW 
BKHRQJGW  AJ  JYJDKWJH 
LOJJHNZV  KOMG  SNQ, 
FSJWSJU  NW  AJ  KGWM 
HJEWS,  MU  WM  AEGNL- 
SQJGW,  MU  WM 

DMGTNLDEWNMG  MT 
RMMHL,  MU  WM 

NQOUNLMGQJGW. 

JXUE  LJPJG:  WFJGWV-LNY 
Clue:  U  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  fohn  One  Twelve. 


Analysis:  Children  often  among  the  persecuted 


By  Erich  Bride  es 

International  Mission  Board 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Yin 
Xu  was  5  years  old  when  she 
began  to  realize  her  family  was 
not  welcome  in  China. 


COMING  OF 
AGE  —  Yin  Xu 
today  (above)  and 
at  age  10  (right), 
when  the  Cultural 
Revolution  began 
in  China  with 


In  communism  they  dig  up 
your  family  history." 

In  her  case,  they  didn't  need 
to  dig  very  far.  As  a  child,  Xu 
hadnvt  yet  embraced  her  par¬ 
ents'  faith  in  Christ. 

No  matter.  As  their  daugh¬ 
ter,  she  too  came  under  gov¬ 
ernment  suspicion. 

The  worst  was  yet  to 
come.  When  she  was  10,  the 
Cultural  Revolution  began  — 
unleashing  a  decade-long 
reign  of  terror  in  China 
against  religious  believers, 
educated  people,  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  others  condemned  as 
"reactionary  elements"  by 
Chairman  Mao's  militant  and 
deadly  Red  Guards. 

As  Christians,  Xu's  par¬ 
ents  were  obvious  targets. 
Both  were  sent  to  concen¬ 
tration  camps  to  be  "re¬ 
educated." 

"I  took  care  of  my  two 
younger  sisters  and  lived 
with  my  grandmother," 
Xu  remembers. 

"I  had  to  face  the  (local) 
Cultural  Revolution  lead¬ 
ers.  They  asked  me  to 
speak  about  what  my  par¬ 
ents  did  wrong  against  the 
Communist  Party. 

"I  was  scared  to  look  at 


a 

wave  of  persecution  that  swept  over  her  their  faceS/  and  l  didn«t 
am||y  -  aod  continues  to  be  a  factor  ^  what  to  „  she 
today  in  her  native  country.  (BP  photos)  1 

Her  parents  eventually 


"The  looks  (people)  gave  us 
were  hostile,"  she  remembers. 
"When  I  walked  on  the  street, 
the  neighbors  were  not  friendly 
with  me.  I  felt  shame  and  fear, 
but  I  did  not  know  why." 

Xu  had  begun  to  suffer  for 
Christ  —  before  she  even  knew 
him  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

Her  father,  "Jifa  Xu  (pro¬ 
nounced  SHOO),  was  a  second- 

Seneration  Christian  pastor  in 
le  city  of  Nanjing. 

Her  mother,  Ruth,  was  a 
third-generation  believer. 

It  was  a  dangerous  pedigree 
for  a  child  in  the  China  of  1960, 
when  communist  persecution 
of  religious  believers  was 
steadily  intensifying. 

"In  China,  what  kind  of  fam¬ 
ily  you  are  from  means  every¬ 
thing,"  Xu  explains. 

"It's  not  just  Grandpa.  It's 
Grandpa's  grandpa's  grandpa. 


Not  without  scars. 

The  family  survived  the  ter¬ 
rible  times.  Her  father  was 
released  after  two  years  and 
cleared  of  the  false  charges 
against  him. 

After  the  Cultural  Revolu¬ 
tion  ended,  Xu  entered  a  uni¬ 
versity,  studied  music  at  a  con¬ 
servatory,  and  later  taught 
music  at  the  Christian  seminary 
in  Nanjing. 

The  family  left  China  and 
settled  in  Louisville,  Ky,  where 
her  father  now  ministers  to 
Chinese  students. 

Xu  entered  Southern 
Seminary  there  and  earned  a 
divinity  degree. 

Today  she  works  as  a  hospi¬ 
tal  chaplain  in  Atlanta  and  pre¬ 
pares  for  a  ministry  of  counsel¬ 
ing  —  eventually,  she  hopes, 
with  others  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  similar  hardships. 

"Spiritually  and  emotionally, 
they  suffer  many  traumas,"  Xu 
said. 

"They  have  difficulty  being 
themselves,  and  letting  them¬ 
selves  have  a  voice  to  be  heard 
by  others,"  Xu  observed. 


She  wants  to  help  them  find 
that  voice. 

Xu's  worst  suffering  is  over, 
but  it  represents  religious  per¬ 
secution  still  occurring  in  many 
areas  of  the  world. 

How  many  children  today  are 
among  the  estimated  200  million 
Christians  experiencing  persecu¬ 
tion  in  scores  of  countries? 

How  many  face  hunger,  hos¬ 
tility,  even  violence  eacn  day? 

How  many  never  get  a 
chance  for  education  or  a  job  in 
societies  that  reject  them? 

Many  children  begin  suffer¬ 
ing  before  they  have  me  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  choose  —  or  even 
understand  —  their  life  of  per¬ 
secution  and  hardship. 

In  the  minds  of  persecutors, 
the  righteousness  of  the  father 
must  be  visited  upon  the  sons 
and  daughters  —  in  the  form  of 
punishment. 

"I  saw  the  tears  of  the 
oppressed  —  and  they  have  no 
comforter,"  says  the  preacher  in 
Ecclesiastes  4:1. 

Who  comforts  the  children 
of  persecuted  Christians?  We 
can  comfort  them. 


came  home,  but  the  hardships 
didn't  end. 

"At  school  I  lost  a  lot  of 
rights  to  attend  activities, 
because  my  parents  were  under 
watch. 

"I  was  told  they  were  not 
good  people,  so  I  was  not  a 
good  child.  Only  a  few  people 
would  be  friends  with  me. 

"When  I  was  in  high  school, 
my  father  was  put  in  jail.  Every 
Saturday  people  were  execut¬ 
ed.  I  had  started  having 
migraine  headaches  at  age  9,  so 
every  Saturday  my  headache 
came  back. 

"If  all  the  names  (of  those 
executed)  were  posted  without 
my  father's  name,  a  rock  was 
moved  away  from  my  heart. 
Then  I  waited  for  tne  next 
Saturday,"she  said. 

How  does  a  child  endure 
such  pain  and  fear? 


Jt  x£aLAjifilA££wB. 
junvzxiijCTivvrsH 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


My  husband  and  I  will  soon 
celebrate  our  50th  wedding 
anniversary.  For  all  these  years, 
we  have  used  a  false  date  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  fact  that  I  was  pregnant 
when  we  got  married.  I  have 
become  distressed  about  letting 
this  lie  go  on  for  so  long.  We  are 
strong  Christians  and  very  active 
in  church.  Our  fine  Christian 
children  are  now  raising  their 
own  fine  children  in  the  faith. 
Should  we  confess  our  deception? 

You  and  vour  husband 
made  a  mistake  by  engaging 
in  premarital  sex  tnat  led  to  a 
pregnancy,  but  the  two  of  you 
nave  obviously  tried  hard  to 
overcome  that  early  difficulty. 
Very  few  couples  in  similar 
circumstances  stay  together 
for  fifty  years,  which  strongly 
suggests  that  love  and  repen¬ 
tance  have  been  at  work  in 
this  relationship. 

In  addition,  your  testimony 
that  your  Christian  children  are 
now  training  your  grandchil¬ 
dren  in  the  faith  is  an  indication 
that  you  and  your  husband 
made  a  lot  of  good  decisions 
since  that  first  poor  decision  to 
have  sex.  You  nave  risen  to  the 
challenges  of  turning  your  lives 
arounu  and  establishing  a 
strong  foundation  for  your 
family.  You  are  to  be  commend¬ 
ed  for  that  accomplishment. 

The  distress  you  have  felt 
for  nearly  a  half-century  is  the 


the  unfortunate  consequence 
of  sin.  Even  though  we  can  be 
forgiven  through  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  sin  often  remain 
with  us.  If  you  feel  you  must 
address  the  deception,  call 
your  family  together  and  talk 
honestly  about  this  situation. 
Discuss  among  yourselves 
whether  this  is  something  that 
others  outside  the  family 
should  know.  Allow  your  fam¬ 
ily  to  have  input  into  decisions 
about  this  matter,  such  as 
whether  to  continue  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  false  date  or  possibly 
celebrating  the  true  date  as  a 
small  family  observance. 

In  my  opinion,  you  and 
your  husband  have  settled 
this  issue.  The  witness  of  your 
marriage  and  commitment  to 
each  other,  along  with  your 
efforts  to  reconcile  this  sin  and 
live  as  followers  of  Christ,  is 
much  more  important  than  a 
date  on  a  calendar  In  other 
words,  you  have  made  proper 
peace  with  the  past.  On  your 
50th  anniversary,  celebrate 
our  wonderful  marriage  and 
iet  this  matter  rest.  Don't  live 
in  the  past,  which  will  rob  you 
of  your  joy  in  the  future. 
Watch  your  children  and 
grandchildren  grow  in  their 
love  for  the  Father,  and  know 
that  despite  your  sin  God  was 
able  to  use  you  in  that  most 
important  process. 


E 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  PO.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 
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